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BY REBECCA WEBSTER
STAFF WRITER
Th e City of Ithaca became a  hub 
for international eco-innovation 
earlier this week by hosting the sec-
ond annual Podcar City Sustainable 
Transportation Conference, which 
ended yesterday.
Students, professors and Ithaca 
residents were joined by visitors 
from all over the world to discuss 
the possibilities of Personal Rapid 
Transit, a computer-controlled 
electric transportation system ca-
pable of operating without human 
drivers. Th e fi rst conference was 
held last year in Uppsala, Sweden. 
Holding one in Ithaca marks the 
city’s commitment to sustainability.
PRT aims to avoid transporta-
tion congestion by running eco-
friendly cars along a track above 
the ground, much like a monorail 
system. Th e system ultimately 
reduces the amount of carbon 
emissions released into the atmo-
sphere compared to regular, fossil 
fuel–burning vehicles. 
Fernando DeArogan, staff  di-
rector of the Ithaca-Tompkins 
County Transportation Council, 
said the small, lightweight ve-
hicles, known as podcars, carry 
anywhere from four to six passen-
gers and bring passengers nonstop 
to their exact location of choice. 
Other types of PRT run at ground 
level on designated roadways.
DeArogan said podcars are 
just an idea for sustainable trans-
portation in the U.S., but many 
other countries are working on 
implementing PRT systems.
“It holds a lot of promise and is 
getting a lot of interest from diff er-
ent companies and people who are 
in the fi eld,” he said. “We want to 
bring better ride-sharing opportu-
nities, revamp old systems, have the 
transit be as effi  cient as possible.”
Colin Howard, student coor-
dinator for Ithaca College’s Re-
Green transit discussed
David Pimentel, professor emeritus of entomology at Cornell University, 
speaks Tuesday at the Podcar City Sustainable Transportation Conference.
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BY ELIZABETH SILE
NEWS EDITOR
Th e Offi  ce of Facilities has begun 
to make improvements to Friends 
and Job halls in response to com-
plaints by faculty, staff  and students 
concerning heat refl ecting from the 
windows of the Dorothy D. and 
Roy H. Park Center for Business 
and Sustainable Enterprise.
Rick Couture, associate vice presi-
dent of the Offi  ce of Facilities, said the 
windows that make up the southern 
side of the School of Business refl ect 
light and heat into the classrooms and 
hallways of adjacent buildings.
“When the sun comes out at the 
right time of day, there is a refl ection 
off  the glass, and it does go into Job and 
Friends,” he said.
Scott Th omson, assistant profes-
sor of speech communication, who 
teaches in Friends Hall, said he has felt 
the heat of the School of Business just 
walking between classes.
“It just blasts on you,” he said. “It’s 
super hot.”
Junior Zachary Gidding, a Ger-
man major whose session as a teaching 
assistant is in Friends Hall, said in the 
last week he has not felt uncomfort-
able in the classroom, but the heat was 
noticeable during the fi rst few weeks 
of classes.
“It’s the business school’s fault,” he 
said. “If we could somehow collect all 
the heat from the business school, we 
could heat the place in the winter.”
Couture said the Offi  ce of Facilities 
is beginning to install air conditioning 
in parts of Friends Hall that have yet to 
be temperature controlled. Currently, 
the fi rst level of Friends Hall has air 
conditioning but the second and third 
fl oors, where the building’s classrooms 
are located, do not.
Job Hall, including the offi  ces of the 
president and provost, are already air 
conditioned, he said. To address prob-
lems with the sun’s glare, especially 
in Job Hall, Couture said the college 
installed new shades, sun-blocking 
materials and more curtains.
Th omson said he thought installing 
curtains would not be enough to keep 
the building cool.
“Th ese curtains are a disaster,” he 
said. “Th ey’re falling apart. Th ey need 
to be installed better.”
Th e Offi  ce of Facilities anticipates 
completing installation of the air con-
ditioning system by the end of next 
month, Couture said.
Th omson said he thought the prob-
lem counteracted the sustainable goals 
of the School of Business.
“I wonder if they take that into 
consideration when they do the envi-
ronmental assessments of the build-
ing,” he said.
Couture said when the School 
of Business was being designed and 
planned, heat caused by refl ection was 
not considered.
“I don’t believe the architects 
anticipated this would be a prob-
lem,” he said.
Robert A.M. Stern Architects, 
the building’s designers, could not be 
reached for comment.
Temperature 
in Friends Hall 
raises concern
a global perspective
International professors draw from experience to give students
BY LIZ GETMAN
SENIOR WRITER
Bullets pierced through the windows of 
Hayder Assad’s car. Instant messages left on 
his computer detailed threats of torture and 
murder. His friends and co-workers were being 
beaten and killed at an alarming rate. Assad had 
two options: leave his 
native country of Iraq 
or risk his safety.
“I was in severe 
danger,” he said. “Th e 
best decision was just 
to leave for a while and 
try to relocate and see what’s going to happen.”
For more than four years Assad worked as 
a translator for the U.S. Army in Najaf, Iraq. In 
October 2007, he left his position when vio-
lence against translators by Iraqi militants in-
tensifi ed. With the help of a friend, he traveled 
to the United States and settled in Ithaca. He is 
now a lecturer of Arabic at Ithaca College.
Assad is one of several international pro-
fessors who bring their stories from abroad 
to the college community. Th is semester’s 
numbers will not be available until Novem-
ber, but last year 15 “nonresident alien” 
faculty taught at the college, according to the 
Offi  ce of Institutional Research.
A “nonresident alien” includes anyone who 
is not a citizen of the United States and who is 
in this country on a visa or temporary basis. 
But many international faculty, like Assad, have 
permanent residency, which doesn’t factor into 
that fi gure.
Tanya Saunders, assistant provost and dean 
of the Division of Interdisciplinary and Interna-
tional Studies, said the presence of internation-
al faculty enriches the campus environment.
“Our institutional mission emphasizes the 
preparation of students for citizenship and ser-
vice in the global community,” she said. “Inter-
national faculty are critical to that.”
Th ough the college does not specifi cally 
market to international faculty, Saunders 
said, it “seizes opportunities to bring them 
here when they present themselves” and 
encourages visiting scholars to teach cours-
es related to their experiences abroad at the 
Read more about 
international faculty 
members at www.
theithacan.org/
go/08professors
Hayder Assad, lecturer of Arabic at Ithaca College, stands at the front of his class Tuesday. 
Before coming to the college, Assad was a translator for the U.S. Army in Iraq.
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18 THURSDAY
Screening of “Sex and the 
City,” sponsored by Student 
Activities Board, from 7:30 to 
10 p.m. in Textor 101
La Noche de Juego, spon-
sored by African-Latino 
Society for Latin Heritage 
month, from 7 to 10 p.m. in 
IC Square
19 FRIDAY
Screening of “Repo! The 
Genetic Opera,” produced 
by Dan Heffner, followed by a 
Q&A session, at 4:30 p.m. in 
Park Auditorium 
Shabbat Services at 6 p.m. 
in Muller Chapel
Shabbat dinner at 7:15 p.m. 
in Terrace Dining Hall
SGA Pep Rally, followed by a 
bonfi re, from 6:45 to 9:15 p.m. 
at the Fitness Center
20 SATURDAY
Water for Sudan Benefi t 
Concert, sponsored by STAND, 
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on 
The Commons
21 SUNDAY
Nondenominational Protestant 
service at 11 a.m. in 
Muller Chapel
Catholic Community Mass at 
1 and 9 p.m. in Muller Chapel
Founder’s Day Concert in the 
Park at 2 p.m. in DeWitt Park
22 MONDAY
“Media Literacy, Alcohol Mar-
keting and You,” a presentation 
for National Collegiate Alcohol 
Awareness Week, at 7 p.m. in 
the School of Business 104
23 TUESDAY
Park Design House recruitment 
meeting for designers at 
12:05 p.m. in Park 277
Graduate and Professional 
School Fair from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. in the North Foyer 
and Emerson Suites
Filmmaker Peter Hutton to 
screen two fi lms at 4 p.m. in 
Park Auditorium
ADD YOUR EVENT
Drop events for “This Week” in 
the marked box in The Ithacan 
offi ce, or e-mail Assistant News 
Editor Lindsey Hollenbaugh at 
lhollen1@ithaca.edu by 
5 p.m. Monday.
CORRECTIONS
It is The Ithacan’s policy to 
correct all errors of fact. 
Please contact Lindsey Hollen-
baugh at 274-3207.
COPY EDITORS
Khadijah Anderson, Paloma 
Altamirano, Alexa Besgen, 
Rebecca Burns, David Durrett, 
Jennifer Eckl, Heather Karsch-
ner, Cassandra Leveille, Tahleen 
Ovian, Benjamin White-Patarino, 
Adam Polaski, Olivia Rebert, 
Emmy Schwartz, Samantha 
Tibbetts, Juliana Stiles, Jeff 
Umbro, Chris Zivalich
U.S. apologizes to Afghan civilians
Defense Secretary Robert Gates expressed 
“personal regret” yesterday for recent U.S. air-
strikes that killed Afghan civilians and pledged 
more accurate targeting in future.
After meeting with Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai and other senior government offi  cials, 
Gates said at a news conference, “As I told them, 
I off er all Afghans my sincere condolences and 
personal regret for the recent loss of innocent life 
as a result of coalition airstrikes.”
Gates said the U.S. military takes extraor-
dinary precautions to avoid civilian casualties 
but added, “It is clear that we have to work even 
harder.” He told Afghan offi  cials that he would be 
discussing the issue with American commanders 
and pilots.
Gates agreed to an Afghan government pro-
posal to create a permanent joint investigative 
group to probe any incident involving civilian 
casualties, rather than assigning investigators to 
individual cases as they arrive, according to Pen-
tagon press secretary Geoff  Morrell.
Gen. David McKiernan, the commander of 
international forces in Afghanistan, said earlier 
that a shortage of U.S. troops in Afghanistan is 
forcing commanders to rely more on air combat, 
which can cause more civilian deaths. Th e attacks 
have angered and embarrassed the U.S.-backed 
Afghan government.
U.S. Embassy bombed in Yemen
A car bomb targeting the U.S. Embassy hit the 
front gate of the compound in Yemen’s capital 
yesterday, a U.S. spokesman said. A senior Ye-
meni security offi  cial said six Yemeni guards and 
four civilians were killed.
Th e Yemeni guards were assigned to sentry 
duty outside the embassy by the Interior Min-
istry. Th e civilians were three Yemenis and one 
Indian national, the Yemeni security offi  cial said.
Ryan Gliha, the embassy spokesman, told Th e 
Associated Press by telephone that there was a 
second explosion that followed the initial one, 
but he did not know what caused it.
Another Yemeni security offi  cial said the embas-
sy was hit by two car bombs and that heavy gunfi re 
lasting around 10 minutes followed the blasts.
Several nearby homes were badly damaged by 
the blasts, he said, but he had no information on 
whether the heavily guarded embassy sustained 
damage too.
U.S. soldiers charged with murder 
The U.S. Army has charged three soldiers 
with murder for their role in the killing of 
Iraqis last year.
Authorities say the Iraqi men were blindfold-
ed, shot in the head and dumped in a Baghdad 
canal around April 2007 in alleged retribution for 
casualties within the 172nd Infantry Brigade.
Th e Army said in a statement released yester-
day that Sgt. John Hatley, Sgt. 1st Class Joseph P. 
Mayo and Sgt. Michael P. Leahy Jr. — all formerly 
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regi-
ment — face charges of premeditated murder, 
conspiracy to commit premeditated murder and 
obstruction of justice.
House approves offshore drilling
Th e House approved, by a 236-189 vote, leg-
islation late Tuesday that would open waters 50 
miles off  the Pacifi c and Atlantic coasts to oil and 
natural gas development — if the adjacent states 
agree to go along.
Th e legislation now goes to the Senate, where 
Democratic leaders are expected to mold it to 
their liking in the next few days.
So far, the Senate has indicated it has no 
intention of going as far as the House in ex-
panding offshore oil and gas drilling beyond 
the western Gulf of Mexico, where energy 
companies have been pumping oil and gas 
for decades.
Midwest hit hard by Hurricane Ike
Facing a third straight day without power, res-
idents across the Midwest snapped up batteries, 
generators and coolers as they waited for crews 
to restore electricity knocked out by the rem-
nants of Hurricane Ike.
In other parts of the Midwest, residents warily 
eyed rising rivers while other waterlogged commu-
nities began cleaning up the wet, stinky mess left 
behind by fl oodwaters. Flood warnings remained in 
eff ect across the region yesterday.
As much as 10 inches of rain fell in Indiana, Il-
linois and Missouri after Ike hit Texas during the 
weekend. Hurricane-force winds blew in Ohio 
and Kentucky, and a tornado in Arkansas dam-
aged several buildings.
About 1.3 million homes and businesses in 
Ohio alone remained without electricity.
SOURCE: Associated Press
Native American festival 
to be held for community
Ithaca’s Multicultural Resource 
Center will host a Native American 
Homecoming Festival to celebrate 
Native American culture.
Th e event will be held from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday at Tutelo 
Park on Bostwick Road.
Th e festival will feature inter-
active workshops, displays and 
performances highlighting Native 
American traditions. It will in-
clude presentations on Cornhusk 
doll making, creation stories, stone 
carving and water-drum making. 
Lacrosse demonstrations will also 
be given during the afternoon.
Traditional foods, crafts and 
art will be on sale. The event is 
sponsored by Cornell University, 
Ithaca College and Wells Col-
lege. For more information, visit 
www.multicultural-resource.org.  
Ithaca College pledges 
sustainability practices
More than 800 students, staff  and 
faculty have signed on to the “Com-
mit to Change” Campaign, a pledge 
presented by the environmental 
studies program, at this point.
Th e campaign was announced 
at Convocation when more than 
half of the freshman class agreed to 
live sustainably during their time 
at the college. Th ey also pledged 
to continue educating themselves 
in sustainability.
Th e “Commit to Change Pledge” 
required participants to agree to spe-
cifi c principles and to think about 
one’s individual decisions and how 
they aff ect the environment. Partici-
pants are also encouraged to spread 
sustainability to others around them. 
Th e program’s goal is to get 1,000 
freshman to sign the pledge.
For more information, contact Su-
san Allen-Gil at sallen@ithaca.edu.
Retirement community 
partners with students
The Ithaca College and 
Longview Partnership, “Opportu-
nities for Campus Involvement,” 
is seeking volunteers for the 
academic year.
Students, faculty and staff are 
invited to participate in a range 
of activities  with the retirement 
community located on Danby 
Road. Opportunities include edu-
cational presentations, course-
related projects and assisting rec-
reational programming. For more 
information, contact Christine 
Pogorzala at 274-1051.
Online CPR class offered 
by county’s Red Cross
Th e Tompkins County Red Cross 
is off ering online training in CPR 
and fi rst aid.
Th e computer-based train-
ing gives those who cannot attend 
classes a chance to learn skills at 
home. Th e new online classes also 
give the ability to access learning 
tools any time of the day. 
The course will require a short 
classroom skill session for certi-
fication. The mandatory sessions 
are regularly scheduled during the 
week and weekends.
To sign up, visit www.tompkins-
redcross.org or call 273-1900, ext 14.
Sewing machine benefi t 
to be held for SewGreen
SewGreen, an organization 
that promotes sustainability in 
sewing and fashion, will be sell-
ing restored sewing machines to 
benefit its cause.
Th e organization will off er more 
than 30 machines from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Saturday at the Women’s 
Community Building on West 
Seneca Street.
Each machine for sale will be ready 
to use and with a user’s manual. Th e 
selection will include many models.
Th e proceeds will be used to cre-
ate an educational course in sewing 
machine repair that will be open for 
all Ithaca residents.
For more information contact 
Wendy Skinner at coord@sew-
green.org or 277-7611. 
SPJ awards The Ithacan 
top honors in the country
The Ithacan has been named 
the No. 2 non-daily student news-
paper in the country for 2007 by 
the Society of Professional Jour-
nalists. The paper has also been 
named a Pacemaker Finalist, and 
The Ithacan Online has been 
named an Online Pacemaker Fi-
nalist for 2008 by the Associated 
Collegiate Press.
Th e paper was awarded the sec-
ond-place National Mark of Excel-
lence Award on Sept. 5 at SPJ’s 2008 
National Convention and Journalism 
Conference in Atlanta. Th e Ithacan 
was awarded the fi rst-place Mark of 
Excellence Award for best non-daily 
newspaper in the Northeast region 
last April and then went on to com-
pete against 11 other regional winners 
in the national competition. 
Nation&World
College&City
A feast to end the fast
Bangladeshi orphan girls drink water at a Ramadan Iftar, or evening meal to break fast, organized for 
less privileged children by the Sonargaon Hotel yesterday in Dhaka, Bangladesh. During Ramadan, 
Muslims abstain from consuming food and drinks from dawn to dusk during the observance.
PAVEL RAHMAN/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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BY JESSICA GRUNENBERG
STAFF WRITER
In an eff ort to spark discussion on a topic that 
is often silenced, Carlo Troise spoke candidly about 
the life of his son Kevin, who committed suicide 
Sept. 4, 2000.
His presentation last week was part of a series of 
events sponsored by Ithaca College in recognition 
of National Suicide Prevention Week. Th e events 
also included the screening of the fi lm “Th e Truth 
about Suicide” on Tuesday and an exhibit titled “Th e 
Shoes” that ran Wednesday through Friday.
Troise said his son had suff ered from clinical de-
pression that had gone undiagnosed.
 “Hearing the words ‘Kevin is dead’ and then 
having to repeat those words to my wife were the 
two hardest things I’ve ever had to experience in my 
life,” Troise said. 
LeBron Rankins, a psychologist at the 
college’s Counseling Center, said data collected 
by the college shows 10 percent of students 
experience depression.
Depression is highly treatable, and psychological 
help is likely to minimize the chance of someone be-
coming suicidal, Rankins said.
Th e purpose of the week’s events was not only 
to raise awareness but also to encourage those 
who are or may know someone suicidal to reach 
out for help.
“We know that suicides are the second lead-
ing cause of death for the 15 to 24 age range,” 
Rankins said. 
He said he believes there is still a stigma associ-
ated with discussing the subject.
“People have a belief that if we need to talk with 
someone about problems we are having that we are 
weak,” Rankins said. “I think it takes a lot of cour-
age to be able to have a conversation with someone 
about the diffi  culties a person may be having.” 
Help can be found anonymously through Ithaca’s 
crisis hot line, with someone at the Counseling Cen-
ter or with friends and family, he said.
Rankins said students concerned with privacy 
should know that the Counseling Center cannot re-
lease any information without the student’s written 
permission if he or she is at least 18 years of age.
“We value confi dentiality very highly here in the 
Counseling Center,” Rankins said. “We help students 
look at their own problem and help them identify 
their own goals.”
Rankins is also the advisor of Active Minds, a 
student organization dedicated to raising awareness 
about mental health issues. Th e organization holds 
events such as last year’s “Stomp the Stigma” rally.
Th ese events help to dispel the myths about 
mental illness, said senior Caitlin Bango, a psychol-
ogy major and co-president of Active Minds.
“It is important for students to take notice be-
cause mental health is as important as physical 
health, and I think that is something that people 
tend to forget,” Bango said.
Rankins said it is important to educate people 
about the warning signs of suicide and how to help 
people who are at risk.
Troise said his son’s friends knew about his de-
pression and a previous suicide attempt, but Kevin 
made his friends promise not to tell anyone.
“When someone’s life is at stake, you don’t worry 
about losing a friendship,” Troise said. “You do what-
ever you can to get them assistance.” 
He said he hopes his presentation will help 
someone who is suicidal or a concerned friend get 
the treatment or assistance he or she needs.
“I wanted to help others avoid the same tragedy 
that I have been through,” he said. 
Rankins said sharing stories such as Kevin’s helps 
people dealing with suicidal thoughts or the loss of 
someone to suicide realize they are not alone.
“In our society we will probably never eradi-
cate suicide, but we can continue to make ef-
forts to prevent suicide,” Rankins said. “While I 
may never know whose life may be saved by the 
work that we do, I have to trust that lives are 
being saved.”
College recognizes suicide prevention week
BY JONI SWEET
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
A formalized reporting system to 
respond to students at-risk for hurt-
ing themselves or others was intro-
duced this fall as a new service to the 
college community. Th e new system 
will enable concerned parties to re-
port students who may be exhibiting 
potentially harmful behavior. 
P r e v i o u s l y , 
faculty, staff  and 
students could re-
port someone they 
were concerned 
about to a number 
of places, including 
the Health Cen-
ter or Counseling 
Center. Under the 
new system, the 
Offi  ce of Student 
Aff airs and Cam-
pus Life, located on the third fl oor of 
Campus Center, will be designated as 
the central location to report students 
of concern.
One reason this system was put in 
place was as a response to the Virginia 
Tech tragedy.
“Instances have occurred at other 
universities, like at Virginia Tech, 
where it has highlighted the need to 
further education with our campus 
community about [at-risk] behaviors, 
the importance of early intervention 
and eff ective communication collabo-
ration,” said Rory Rothman, associate 
vice president of student aff airs and 
campus life.
He also said the new system is not 
a reaction to any particular incident 
that has happened at the college.
“It’s more of a clarifi cation of 
procedures,” said Brian McAree, 
vice president of student aff airs and 
campus life. 
According to both McAree and 
Rothman, staff , faculty and students 
are instructed to fi ll out a form on the 
SACL Web site if they are concerned 
for a student. Faculty are encouraged 
to discuss their concern with their re-
spective dean’s offi  ces. 
After a student is reported, infor-
mation is collected by the SACL offi  ce 
from the Offi  ce of Residential Life, the 
Health Center, the Counseling Center 
and a number of other places. 
“One of the things that’s new is 
the identifi cation of the Offi  ce of 
Student Aff airs and Campus Life as 
the central repository of informa-
tion,” Rothman said.
After collecting information, 
Rothman will determine if an inter-
vention team will be needed to re-
spond to a student. Th ese responses 
vary in nature, depending on the 
needs of the student.  
He said sometimes a response is 
just a faculty member reaching out 
to a student. Other times, it is a re-
ferral to the Counseling Center or 
another resource. 
One goal of this system is to iden-
tify students who display a pattern of 
risky behavior in order to allow for 
early intervention. 
“Th is allows Ithaca College to re-
spond in a timely way and in a coor-
dinated manner to ensure the safety 
of the student who might be of con-
cern and to come up with whatever 
is the best intervention, as well as 
for the safety of the community,” 
Rothman said.
Rothman said members of the 
campus community should be on the 
lookout for a pattern of behavior, as 
opposed to an individual instance, be-
fore reporting. 
“I want to emphasize that a sin-
gle moment of agitation or isolation 
doesn’t constitute a person who we 
should be overly concerned about,” he 
said. “One of the concerns is trying to 
help the community fi nd a balance be-
tween encouraging community mem-
bers to report concerns if they see 
them and yet not wanting the campus 
to be overreacting.”  
Joe Fraioli, co-president of Active 
Minds, the college’s mental health 
awareness organization, said he is 
worried that the new system puts too 
much emphasis on labeling  students.
“Th ere is a danger of labeling 
them as ‘at-risk,’” Fraioli said. “Th at’s 
a very negative thing, and it actually 
might make a lot of people not want 
to go to that offi  ce and seek the help 
that they need.” 
Fraioli said education is an eff ec-
tive way to help people. 
“It is important to focus on the 
ways that we can educate and pro-
mote a healthy well-being,” he said.
In addition to the formalization 
of reporting, part of the new system 
includes educating the campus about 
signs of distress and how to address 
them. An education and outreach 
team has been created in order to of-
fer programs on signs of distress, what 
resources are available and how to ap-
proach students of concern.
Rothman and McAree are con-
fi dent in the new system, which has 
been in development since fall 2007. 
At-risk system simplifi ed
Carlo Troise, a guest speaker at Ithaca College for National Suicide Prevention Week, gave a pre-
sentation last week in honor of his son Kevin, who committed suicide eight years ago.
DIANA COWDERY/THE ITHACAN
MCAREE 
said the new 
report system will 
be easier to use.
A PLACE TO TURN
Some of the following at-risk behav-
iors can be symptoms of everyday col-
lege stress, but sometimes they may 
indicate a more serious problem. 
Here is a list of these behaviors:
• threatening self or others
• aggressive behavior
• alcohol or drug use that interferes 
with functioning in the classroom
• decline in personal hygiene
• out of touch with reality
• isolation
• bullying or being bullied
• signifi cant changes in mood
• argumentative behavior
If you or someone you know is 
showing any of the listed behaviors 
contact one of the following:
Faculty, staff and students can 
report concerns at www.ithaca.edu/
sacl/services/star/concern/
or call 274-3374.
Call the Counseling Center at
274-3136, from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Contact the Suicide Prevention 
& Crisis Service 
272-1616
A 24-hour crisis counseling center, 
free and confi dential. 
SOURCE: STUDENT AFFAIRS AND CAMPUS LIFE
STUDENT HEALTH
STUDENT HEALTH
City organizes 
to help victims 
of hurricanes
See AID, page 4
BY SAM MCCANN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Like many of her classmates, 
freshman Macy Sutton struggled 
to adapt to her new surroundings 
during her fi rst week at Ithaca 
College. While the New Orleans 
native wanted to be social, she 
found herself incessantly check-
ing for news from back home, 
scouring Facebook to keep tabs 
on her friends now hundreds of 
miles away.
But Sutton was not simply 
homesick. Hurricane Gustav 
made the transition to college 
even more diffi  cult than she ex-
pected as the storm threatened 
her friends, family and city just 
three years after the devastation 
of Hurricane Katrina.
“It was diffi  cult, just having that 
lingering,” she said. “I want to en-
joy my time here, but at the same 
time, I’m attached to the news 
trying to fi gure out if my home’s 
going to be destroyed.”
Gustav barreled into the Gulf 
Coast on Sept. 1, followed by 
Hurricane Hanna, which hit the 
East Coast as a tropical storm 
Sept. 6. According to the As-
sociated Press, Gustav claimed 
an estimated 22 lives, but death 
tolls from Hanna have not yet 
been confi rmed.
Hurricane Ike devastated the 
Texas coastline when it struck 
Saturday. As of press time, the 
AP reported a death toll of 47 
for Ike.
Andy Woodcock, a meteo-
rologist for the National Weather 
Service, said the hurricane season 
has not been this bad since 2005, 
when Hurricanes Katrina, Rita 
and Wilma hit, but the season is 
not over yet.
“Th e second week of Septem-
ber is right around the peak of 
the season, and you could cer-
tainly get hurricanes through 
October,” Woodcock said. “[Hur-
ricane] Mitch, one of the worst 
ones on record, killed 10,000 
people, and that didn’t happen 
until around Halloween.”
Early projections placed New 
Orleans in front of Gustav, which 
was anticipated to be a Category 
3 upon landfall. Many feared a re-
peat of Katrina.
Th ough Gustav hit as a Cat-
egory 2, the forecasts put Sutton 
on edge.
“It [was] a very scary thing, 
especially just knowing what 
Katrina did and knowing that 
not very much has been done to 
protect from another hurricane,” 
Sutton said. “Th ere are pump-
ing systems that have been put 
in place, but nothing that’s really, 
truly reliable.”
Th is time, the city was more 
prepared. New Orleans mayor 
Ray Nagin ordered citizens to 
evacuate Aug. 31, forcing many 
to abandon their homes. Even 
before the mandatory evacua-
tion, the city had infrastructure 
in place to allow citizens to fl ee 
New Orleans.
Jim Lair, coordinator for the 
Transportation Security Admin-
istration Readiness, helped or-
ganize the evacuation of almost 
1.9 million people from New 
Orleans. He was responsible for 
providing the support TSA need
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undergraduate or graduate level. 
A passion for writing motivated 
Matt Mogekwu, associate professor 
and chair of the Department of Jour-
nalism, to leave his home in Nigeria 
in 1973 to study journalism at the 
University of Wisconsin. Mogekwu 
said many people from developing 
countries view the United States as 
an “educational utopia.”
“Students will die to come here 
and go to school,” he said. “Professors 
will die to come here and teach.”
Freshman Monica Watson said 
American students are fortunate to 
have an international presence in the 
classroom. Watson, who is in Moge-
kwu’s Journalism Research class, said 
Mogekwu opens students to new so-
cial and political perspectives.
“Professor Mogekwu broadens 
people’s minds to understand others 
cultures better,” Watson said. “He gets 
to telling about diff erent stories about 
diff erent places he’s been. ... It brings 
a whole other element to class.”
Phoebe Constantinou, assistant 
professor of health promotion and 
physical education, and a native of 
Cyprus, said though most students 
appreciate the presence of interna-
tional professors, some are skepti-
cal of their “competency level” and 
ability to teach.
Constantinou and Srijana Ba-
jracharya, associate professor of 
health promotion and physical 
education, are conducting a survey 
about faculty who speak English 
as a second language. So far, they 
have asked nearly 600 students and 
professors if ESL faculty — and in 
particular, their accents — impact a 
student’s learning experience.
Bajracharya, who lived in Nepal 
until 1980, said because of this lack 
of exposure, students are often un-
sure how to communicate with a 
foreign professor.
Constantinou came to the United 
States in 1981 without speaking any 
English. She said though she now 
speaks profi ciently, she still makes 
grammatical errors. Some students, 
she said, are not always the most for-
giving of her mistakes.
“A student wrote in an evalua-
tion, ‘I don’t think I should be pe-
nalized for grammatical mistakes 
when the teacher makes them her-
self,’” she said.
Watson said though it often takes 
time to adapt to a particular profes-
sor’s accent, students should consid-
er it an added benefi t to learning.
“Once you’re out of college you’ll 
have to work with people with ac-
cents and will have to understand 
and interpret,” she said.
Traevena Byrd, assistant counsel 
and director of the Offi  ce of Equal 
Opportunity and Compliance, said 
there seems to be less student con-
tact with international faculty at the 
college than on other campuses. 
“I am concerned because all stu-
dents really benefi t from a global per-
spective,” she said. “Th ere’s progress to 
be made on retention of international 
faculty. We have to make sure we’re 
supporting them.”
Constantinou said greater in-
teraction between international 
professors would facilitate their 
integration into the campus com-
munity. She said the college should 
schedule events specifi cally for 
international faculty.
Byrd said similar programs are 
already in place for African, Latino, 
Asian and Native American fac-
ulty, but the college does not have 
programs that create a network of 
support specifi cally for international 
faculty members.
Mark Coldren, associate vice 
president of human resources, said 
a new staff  member will join his of-
fi ce in October to coordinate pro-
grams and discussions for faculty 
and staff  so they can address pro-
fessional concerns. One of the pri-
mary goals is to increase employee 
retention, he said, especially among 
international professors.
Coldren said the college’s reten-
tion rates are at an “acceptable level” 
but could always be improved.
Junior Jeff rey Bush, who is in As-
sad’s Elementary Arabic class, said 
the college should specifi cally focus 
on the retention of international pro-
fessors because understanding dif-
ferent perspectives is important, es-
pecially now, when many Americans 
are particularly biased against foreign 
countries and peoples.
“Part of the reason I’m taking 
Arabic is because when people think 
about the Middle East and Iraq, they 
just think of terrorism,” he said. 
Assad will pursue his doctorate 
at the college starting in January and 
said he intends to live in Ithaca and 
teach at the college for a few years. He 
said if the situation in Iraq was safer, 
he would return to his native country 
to visit friends and family.
He said his experience so far at 
the college has been a positive one 
and has felt welcomed and accepted 
by both colleagues and students. 
“Everybody is trying to help me,” 
he said. “I’m very thankful to be 
here. And I’m proud of myself for 
getting here.”
Conference 
highlights 
PRT system 
Professors adapt to foreign world
Local charities to send hurricane relief
Matt Mogekwu, associate professor and chair of the journalism department, teaches his Journalism Research class 
Sept. 8. Mogekwu, a Nigerian native, said coming to the U.S. is a learning opportunity for him and his students.
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From left, Brenda Roby and Cyndi King search for their belongings in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Ike in Galveston, Texas, Tuesday. Hurricane Ike fi rst hit the Gulf Coast last Saturday.
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source and Environmental Man-
agement Program, said everyone 
should start thinking about mo-
nopolizing resources for transpor-
tation purposes, and now is the 
time for our “individualized west-
ern society” to make a change to 
sustainable transit.
“We are starting to see we really 
don’t have the resources to keep it 
up,” he said. “In general, transpor-
tation and the way we make things 
in this country is pretty energy 
intensive and really resource inten-
sive right now.”
DeArogan said the plan-
ning processes for implement-
ing new transportation systems 
take years to develop. Therefore, 
plans for the future need to be 
considered now. 
“When you think about 20 
years in the future, you’ve got to 
consider what are our potential fu-
ture technologies,” he said. “This is 
clearly one that needs to be taken 
into account.”
If the implementation of the 
PRT system was seriously con-
sidered, changes in town aesthet-
ics and the system’s feasibility are 
expected community concerns. 
Howard said the system would win 
his vote as long as citizens’ views 
were seriously taken into account.
Speakers at the conference ex-
pressed that in order for systems 
like PRT to work, it requires those 
in charge of operations to work 
closely with the community, mak-
ing the entire process a community-
collaborative eff ort. 
During the next year, DeAro-
gan said there will be many oppor-
tunities for citizens to comment 
and participate in such impor-
tant transportation decisions for 
Tompkins County. 
Rick Manning, an Ithaca resi-
dent of 20 years who attended the 
conference Tuesday, said the vision 
of podcars and PRT is a reason-
able solution to the environmental 
problems facing Ithaca and the rest 
of the world, but the city cannot 
overlook the potential problems if 
put into place.
“There are a lot of potential 
complications with funding and 
where structures hit the ground 
and the impact on the housing and 
businesses and the streets,” Man-
ning said. “There [are] a lot of de-
tails that could prove difficult to 
implement, but I think it’s an in-
triguing long-term idea that could 
be part of the solution.”
DeArogan, along with many 
of the speakers at the conference, 
stressed that the idea of PRT is 
not a new one. Some areas in and 
around Sweden, home to many of 
the conference’s attendants, are 
either testing or installing PRT-
type systems. DeArogan said 
Americans might consider pod-
cars as a viable option as gas prices 
are still on the rise.
“It’s been a long time in com-
ing, and I guess we needed the 
incentive of $4 a gallon of gas to 
make things happen,” DeArogan 
said. “It is reaching a new level of 
importance because I think people 
are realizing that we need to move 
beyond the fossil-fuel energy that 
we have — and we are looking at 
the alternative ideas.”
PODCARS
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ed to evacuate citizens by bus, train or air.
“It was a fl awless evacuation,” Lair said. “A 
plan was developed over the last two years since 
Katrina. It was developed, it was refi ned, it was 
briefed, it was trained with, and it was exercised, 
and the last exercise of this plan was in July of 
this year, and it went like clockwork.” 
Sutton was comforted by the knowledge that 
her family had been safely evacuated. Her dad’s 
family took refuge in Florida, where her grandpar-
ents had relocated following Katrina. Her brother 
also left after his employer evacuated and suggest-
ed he do so.
Th ough her family was safe, Sutton said she 
was nervous for New Orleans, worried that the city 
could not endure another pounding.
“I knew my friends and family had left, 
but ... I didn’t want [New Orleans] to get hurt 
again,” she said. “It’s like kicking an already 
wounded animal.”
Lair also helped coordinate the evacuation of 
the Texas coast during Ike’s approach. It posed 
diff erent challenges, as most who escaped from 
Texas did so by land while the evacuation of New 
Orleans involved far more air transport. How-
ever, Lair felt that Ike’s evacuation procedure was 
also successful.
“Th ose people in the low-lying area could 
have been killed had they not been evacuated,” 
he said.
Th ough the government has provided some 
aid, several charitable organizations, like the 
American Red Cross, are joining in on the 
relief eff orts. Th e Endicott chapter deployed 
11 people to the Gulf Coast, while the Tompkins 
County chapter already has three people in the 
region and is sending two more.
K Minnix, communications director for the 
Tompkins County Red Cross, said these people 
would provide diff erent kinds of relief, includ-
ing shelter and counseling for those aff ected by 
the hurricane. 
“Th ey will be providing counseling for people 
who have been traumatized [and] displaced by the 
hurricane,” Minnix said.
Sutton said she felt things were much more or-
ganized this time than they were during Katrina. 
Undeterred by the storms, she already wants to go 
back home.
“I love my city,” she said. “When I graduate from 
here, I’m going back to New Orleans. It’s the best 
place on Earth.”
To contribute to the Red Cross relief eff orts, visit 
www.redcross.org or call 1-800-Red-Cross.
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Israeli speaker to emphasize the importance of forgiveness
When Michal Ya’Akovson board-
ed a bus in Israel six years ago, she 
was only expecting a ride. But when 
the bus suddenly burst into fl ames, 
Ya’Akovson soon realized she was not 
just a passenger anymore, she was a 
victim of a terrorist attack.
Hillel will host a presentation by 
Ya’Akovson titled “My Life after the 
Bus Blew Up” 
at 8 p.m. today 
in Textor 103. 
Ya’Akovson will 
speak about 
her experience 
in the attack, 
her healing process and the need for 
forgiveness and understanding to 
achieve peace.
Ya’Akovson’s presentation was 
part of a two-day series titled “An-
other Vision of Israel.” Th e fi rst 
event “Sulha-Seliha-Forgiveness” 
was held yesterday and discussed 
Sulha, an annual gathering of Israeli 
Jews, Arabs, Palestinians and Jor-
danians who seek creative ways of 
achieving peace.
Staff  Writer Jackie Palochko 
spoke with Ya’Akovson about her 
brush with terrorism and how it has 
infl uenced her views on peace in the 
Middle East.
Jackie Palochko: Can you tell 
me a little bit about what you 
will be talking about at your 
presentation [tonight]?
Michal Ya’Akovson: I’m going 
to talk about my experiences and 
what happened to me medically, 
physically, emotionally. How I’ve 
been processing [the attack] and 
everything that actually hap-
pened. [I will also speak about] 
my rehabilitation that was very 
long. It was a long process that I 
went through. The interactions, 
the environment, how I reacted, 
how I am today and how I’ve been 
since the last six years. How I see 
things … like people expect me to 
have anger toward Arab people 
because of what happened, but I 
don’t believe in it. I found a place 
of forgiveness.
JP: How did you fi nd forgiveness?
MY: It found me. … The reason 
I’m speaking is because I want 
to raise the awareness of what is 
happening, not only in Israel, but 
also throughout the world. … All 
of us have lots of fear, and we have 
fear because we have ignorance. 
Ignorance brings fear. When you 
don’t know someone, … you act 
as if you don’t know what’s go-
ing on. Ignorance and fear bring 
aggressive attacks, violence and 
hatred. And it’s about trusting 
people. If anyone can understand 
that we are fearful of many things, 
and we can all see and understand 
that it’s just coming from fear and 
not from a place of love, then we 
can be more compassionate and 
accepting. And that’s where for-
giveness comes in.
JP: When did you leave Israel?
MY: I left Israel in June [2008]. … 
I’m staying in a center, and I’m do-
ing work-exchange to study.
JP: What steps do you think need to 
be taken for peace to be achieved be-
tween Israel and Palestine?
MY: I’m not going to talk about that. 
It’s politics. I’m not talking about 
politics. I’m talking about human 
beings, one to one, heart to heart. If 
each one of us opens his heart, there 
would be no hatred and no more 
fi ghting. … If you’re talking about 
how to solve the situation, it’s still 
forgiveness. … If we keep on saying, 
“He did this to me fi rst,” there will 
always be anger. And when there’s 
anger, we will always be the one suf-
fering. We need to start forgiving. … 
It’s more important for me to reach 
to the hearts of people instead of 
talking about politics. 
JP: Could you tell me about the terror-
ist attack that you were a victim of?
MY: I don’t like the word victim. I 
don’t think I’m a victim. … When 
you are saying you’re a victim all 
your life, you will always be a victim. 
I was in a place of an attack, but I’m 
not a victim. … It was just something 
that had to happen to me. … It was 
meant to be. If I look at things as if 
it’s meant to be, I can’t be a victim. 
JP: Where exactly was the attack?
MY: It was a bus attack in Israel, 
7:15 a.m. All the buses crowded 
with young people going to school. 
… It has been a long rehabilitation. 
… I was sleeping for two months 
[in a coma]. I was not here. I had 
to learn everything from the be-
ginning. I couldn’t breathe by 
myself, I couldn’t talk, I couldn’t 
move. I had to learn to sit, stand, 
to control myself, everything. I’ve 
been taught like a little baby to do 
everything again. And that’s taken 
a long time.
Michal Ya’Akovson, who survived a terrorist attack in Israel six years ago, met with select Hillel students at a 
luncheon Tuesday in the Cayuga Lake room of Campus Center. Ya’Akovson’s visit is sponsored by Hillel.
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To listen to an audio 
clip of Ya’Akovson 
visit theithacan.
org/go/08hillel
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BY NORAH SHIPMAN
STAFF WRITER
Talya Frost said though she didn’t travel 
much outside her home in suburban Portland, 
Ore., she was always itching to see the world. 
By the time she arrived on the Ithaca College 
campus this year, Frost had achieved that 
dream, living and studying in both Mexico 
and Argentina.
Now a 17-year-old junior majoring in psy-
chology, Frost said her international experi-
ences started when her family decided to move 
to Mexico because they wanted to live abroad. 
At the time, Frost’s father had started running 
his business completely online and her moth-
er was working as a writer, so the family had 
nothing keeping them in Oregon.
“We sold our houses, we sold our cars, 
we got rid of our stuff . My dad basically said, 
‘You’re getting a box and a backpack and that’s 
it,’” she said. “I was really up for traveling, and 
I wanted to learn languages.”
When most of her peers were starting 
high school, Frost was beginning her new life 
in another country.
Frost lived in Mexico for a year tak-
ing classes at an all-Spanish, private high 
school. Then her family moved to Argen-
tina, where she lived for another year be-
fore returning to the U.S. for a summer to 
earn her General Education Diploma. After 
moving back to Argentina and taking col-
lege courses there for another year, she 
moved back to the U.S. for good and settled 
on Ithaca to finish college.
Before Frost moved to Mexico, she said she 
knew a little Spanish from middle school but 
nowhere near enough to converse on a daily 
basis. Frost said it forced her to learn the lan-
guage through immersion.
“It was really tough,” she said. “All my classes 
were in Spanish, my friends didn’t speak Eng-
lish, and teachers didn’t speak English. I mean, 
the English teacher barely spoke English.”
After living in Mexico for only a year, 
Frost’s family moved to Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, as a place for Frost to “study abroad” 
— a long-standing family tradition. Frost said 
two of her older sisters went to Brazil, one to 
Chile, and her dad studied in India.
Th is time, Frost took classes at a bilingual 
school — something she decided to do to keep 
up with her Spanish and English.
But Frost said the other students were 
more interested in practicing English than 
letting her use her Spanish, so she felt like 
she wasn’t learning anything.
“I was afraid all my friends in the States 
were so ahead of me, and I was going to be 
behind, and I was going to come back com-
pletely lost and have an education of an 
eighth grader,” she said.
Instead, Frost contacted professors liv-
ing in Buenos Aires and asked them to give 
her private lessons. She did this nontradi-
tional schooling for a year before returning 
to Portland to earn her GED while also tak-
ing courses at a local college.
After earning her GED, Frost returned to 
Buenos Aires to attend Lincoln University 
but, after only a year of classes, decided to 
fi nish her degree in the U.S. She said she was 
concerned American employers would not 
accept a degree from Argentina.
Frost’s mother, Maya, said the family’s 
years abroad taught her daughter to grow in 
the midst of change.
“She really got yanked out of her comfort 
zone,” Maya Frost said. “She learned how to 
deal with that, she really did.”
Frost said it has been “a piece of cake” 
adapting to life back in the U.S. and adjusting 
to the college experience.
“It was probably fi ve times easier to come 
back because for the fi rst time, it was my own 
culture, my own language,” she said. “I didn’t 
have to adapt to any kind of new system.”
Junior Erin Schoch, also a transfer student, 
met Frost during orientation and said Frost’s 
age has not inhibited her at all.
“She acts much more mature than I did 
when I was 17,” she said. “She’s willing to have 
a deep conversation with you. She’s a blast to 
hang out with, too.”
Maya Frost said her daughter has always 
been mature.
“I think Talya was born old,” she said. “She’s 
always acted older than her age. She’s been a 
little reluctant to let other people know how 
old she is because she doesn’t want to be treat-
ed diff erently. Seventeen is just a number.”
Frost said when people realize she didn’t 
have the traditional high school experience, 
they are most surprised that she missed out 
on prom.
“I went all over South America, I mas-
tered a second language … I completely en-
gaged myself in a community and managed 
to rack up two years worth of credit,” she 
said. “Yet the one thing [they] can come up 
with is prom.”
Frost said that even though she is so young 
and already in college, she is not that diff er-
ent from everyone else. 
“It’s weird because people are like, ‘Oh, 
you must be a genius!’” she said. “And I’m like, 
‘No, not really.’ Th at’s just how it went, it just 
worked out perfectly for me.”
World travel helps student 
adapt to college lifestyle
Junior Talya Frost stands in front of a map Sept. 5 outside her Terrace 3 dorm room. Frost 
lived and studied in Mexico and Argentina before coming to Ithaca College this year.
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Homecoming hoopla
Freshmen Stephanie Raabe competes in a game for the fi rst annual College Cup, Tues-
day on the Campus Center Quad as part of Homecoming Week. The week’s events allow 
each class to compete to have its name displayed with the cup in IC Square.
ALLISON WASSINK/THE ITHACAN
BY PETER BLANCHARD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Josh Marshall, founder of the blog Talk-
ing Points Memo, addressed the campus 
Tuesday in Emerson Suites for the open-
ing of the Park Center for 
Independent Media.
Marshall, who was in-
troduced as the “proverbial 
guy in his pajamas working 
in his basement,” by Jeff  Co-
hen, assistant professor of 
journalism and director of 
the center, began publishing 
his blog from his basement 
eight years ago during the 
Florida recount of the 2000 
presidential election.
“Th e Web site had no 
money and no revenue for three years,” he said. 
“I had fantasies that an advertiser would come 
to me, but that was never the idea.”
In February, Marshall was awarded the 
George Polk Award for coverage of the eight 
United States attorneys fi red by former Attor-
ney General Alberto Gonzales. Marshall was 
the fi rst blogger to receive the award.
Marshall’s speech titled “Th e Importance 
and Future of Independent Media” focused on 
how news should be covered, what type of mod-
el should be used and how print journalism can 
deal with new technological innovations.
“We need indie media because the main-
stream media has hurt journalism in the way 
that it prioritizes balance over accuracy,” he said. 
“Th is is the No. 1 problem. … News organiza-
tions need to make their model based on what’s 
most wrong in the world and not worry about 
who they’re off ending.” 
Not all of the daytime symposium events 
were open to the public, but students and facul-
ty were welcome to attend three sessions, “Busi-
ness, Revenue and Marketing Approaches,” 
“Independent Media Successes, Obstacles and 
Potentials” and “New Initiatives, Collaborations 
and Technologies.”  In addition to Marshall, 25 
other guests from colleges and media outlets, 
like Brave New Foundation, Th e Huffi  ngton 
Post and J-Lab, participated in the event. 
Th ese sessions allowed media experts like 
Hubert Brown, associate professor of broadcast 
journalism at Syracuse University, to share their 
ideas with incoming students to the center.
“It’s important to use journalism to report 
on issues, but we also need to use journalism 
to report on journalism,” Brown said at the 
event. “We should be able to turn that lens 
on ourselves.”
Cohen said he was pleased with the num-
ber of people who attended the event as well 
as the engaging discussions that ensued.
“Th ese sessions allowed journalists to share 
their success stories and in turn learn from the 
stories of others,” he said.
Cohen took note of all the ideas presented 
by the symposium participants and plans to use 
their suggestions to shape the Center for Inde-
pendent Media’s goals — to engage students 
and members of the media in discussing the role 
of and careers in the independent media.
Meg Rindsleisch, a freshman journalism ma-
jor, said she was happy to hear Marshall’s opti-
mism and his keen perspective on mass media.
“I found it to be very informative,” she said. 
“His perspective on the mass media didn’t take 
me by surprise, but I found it to be enlightening. 
He didn’t focus on the negatives but on the posi-
tives and what we as citizen journalists can do to 
make a name for ourselves.”
Marshall said he predicts many newspaper 
companies will be forced into bankruptcy, but 
print journalism, as a whole, will not collapse. 
He said the fallout of print journalism will in-
evitably lead to greater opportunities in online 
journalism and the independent media.
Marshall said the fi eld of journalism is not 
exactly “profi t central,” and making a decent liv-
ing is a concern of many young journalists.
“Gather the necessary skills and then fi nd 
a place that will pay you,” Marshall said. “Right 
now, I’d say it’s a terrible time for journalists, but 
a great time for journalism.”
Forum explores role of media
COHEN 
said the sym-
posium fueled 
discussion.
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Public Safety Incident Log SELECTED ENTRIES FROM AUGUST 27 TO AUGUST 31
KEY
CMC – Cayuga Medical Center
CCV – College Code Violation
DWI – Driving while intoxicated
IFD – Ithaca Fire Department
IPD – Ithaca Police Department
MVA – Motor vehicle accident
RA – Resident assistant
SASP – Student Auxiliary Safety Patrol
V&T – Vehicle and Transportation
AUGUST 27
FOUND PROPERTY
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: Jewelry found and turned 
over to Public Safety. Unknown owner. 
Assistant Director Laura Durling.
FOUND PROPERTY
LOCATION: G-Lot
SUMMARY: Cell phone found and turned 
over to Public Safety. Unknown owner. 
Assistant Director Laura Durling.
FIRE ALARM
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: Fire alarm caused by activat-
ed smoke detector because of burnt food. 
System reset. Sergeant Terry O’Pray.
FIRE ALARM
LOCATION: Health Center
SUMMARY: Fire alarm caused by ac-
tivated smoke detector because of 
burnt food. System was reset. Sergeant 
Bill Kerry.
AUGUST 28
MVA/PERSONAL INJURY
LOCATION: Garden Apartment Road
SUMMARY: Caller reported a two-car 
MVA with minor injuries. Person de-
clined medical assistance from ambu-
lance staff. One person was issued a 
uniform traffic ticket for town of Ithaca 
court for following too closely. Sergeant 
Terry O’Pray.
LARCENY
LOCATION: Hill Center
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown 
person stole basketballs some time in 
June. Pending investigation. Master Patrol 
Offi cer Erik Merlin.
FIRE ALARM
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: Fire alarm caused by acti-
vated smoke detector because of burnt 
food. System reset. Fire and Building 
Safety Coordinator Ronald Clark.
ANIMAL COMPLAINT
LOCATION: Garden Apartment Road
SUMMARY: Caller reported an injured 
deer near roadway. Animal put down. 
Master Patrol Offi cer Erik Merlin.
AUGUST 29
CASE STATUS CHANGE
LOCATION: Offi ce of Public Safety
SUMMARY: One person was issued a 
uniform traffi c ticket for town of Ithaca 
court for leaving the scene of an MVA/PD 
that occurred on Aug. 25 in the Terraces. 
Master Patrol Offi cer Donald Lyke.
LARCENY
LOCATION: Wood Field
SUMMARY: Caller reported un-
known person stole a water fountain. 
Pending investigation. Patrol Officer 
Daniel Bechtold.
MEDICAL ASSIST/INJURY RELATED
LOCATION: Friends Hall
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person sus-
tained a foot injury. Person was transport-
ed by ambulance to CMC. Master Patrol 
Offi cer Erik Merlin.
MEDICAL ASSIST/PSYCHOLOGICAL
LOCATION: Terraces
SUMMARY: Caller reported receiving 
an unusual message and requested 
officers check the welfare of the send-
er. Officers determined it to be a mis-
understanding. Master Patrol Officer 
Erik Merlin.
IDENTITY THEFT
LOCATION: Terrace 9
SUMMARY: Caller reported unauthorized 
use of debit card by unknown person. Pend-
ing investigation. Investigator Tom Dunn.
V&T VIOLATION LEAVING SCENE
LOCATION: S-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported unknown ve-
hicle damaged a parked car and then left 
the scene. Pending investigation. Patrol 
Offi cer Jeffrey Austin.
CASE STATUS CHANGE
LOCATION: Campus Center
SUMMARY: Caller reported the larceny 
reported on Aug. 26 from the Campus 
Center was unfounded. The property was 
misplaced and not stolen. Investigator 
Tom Dunn.
CCV/UNDERAGE POSS. OF ALCOHOL
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Caller requested assistance 
for a noise and alcohol complaint. One 
person judicially referred for under-
age possession of alcohol. Sergeant 
Ronald Hart.
AUGUST 30
EXPOSURE OF A PERSON
LOCATION: Wood Field
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported person uri-
nating in public. One person judicially 
referred for indecent conduct. Sergeant 
Ronald Hart.
SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCE
LOCATION: C-Lot
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person in a 
disheveled condition walking toward S-
Lot. Person last seen leaving the area in 
a vehicle. Pending investigation. Sergeant 
Ronald Hart.
CCV/UNDERAGE POSS. OF ALCOHOL
LOCATION: Lower Quad
SUMMARY: One person was judicially 
referred for underage possession of 
alcohol. SASP.
EXPOSURE OF A PERSON
LOCATION: C-Lot
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported person uri-
nating in public. One person judicially 
referred for indecent conduct. Sergeant 
Ronald Hart.
MEDICAL ASSIST/INJURY RELATED
LOCATION: Terrace Quad
SUMMARY: Caller reported a person sus-
tained a knee injury after an accidental 
fall. Medical assistance was declined. 
Sergeant Bill Kerry.
FOUND PROPERTY
LOCATION: Fitness Center
SUMMARY: An iPod was found and 
turned over to Public Safety. Unknown 
owner. Assistant Director Laura Durling.
CCV/UNDERAGE POSS. OF ALCOHOL
LOCATION: L-Lot
SUMMARY: Two people judicially referred 
for underage possession of alcohol. Pa-
trol Offi cer Daniel Bechtold.
AUGUST 31
LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Person was issued one ap-
pearance ticket for town of Ithaca court 
for underage possession of alcohol. Ser-
geant Ronald Hart. 
MVA/PROPERTY DAMAGE
LOCATION: Tower Road
SUMMARY: Offi cer reported a one-car 
MVA. Person declined medical assistance 
from ambulance staff, and the vehicle 
was towed from the scene. Patrol Offi cer 
Peter Wright.
LIQUOR LAW VIOLATION
LOCATION: Circle Apartments
SUMMARY: Person issued appearance tick-
et for town of Ithaca court for underage pos-
session of alcohol. Sergeant Ronald Hart.
CCV/IRRESPONSIBLE ALCOHOL USE
LOCATION: Main Campus Road
SUMMARY: Caller reported vehicle on the 
side of the road and a person lying in the 
grass. Person judicially referred for irrespon-
sible use of alcohol. Sergeant Ronald Hart.
CCV/IRRESPONSIBLE ALCOHOL USE
LOCATION: Clarke Hall
SUMMARY: One person judicially referred 
for irresponsible use of alcohol. Master 
Security Offi cer George Whitmore.
CCV/IRRESPONSIBLE ALCOHOL USE
LOCATION: C-Lot
SUMMARY: One person judicially referred 
for irresponsible use of alcohol. Master 
Security Offi cer George Whitmore.
FOR THE COMPLETE SAFETY LOG, 
go to www.theithacan.org/news
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A CLOSE CALL
Lack of accountability and internal 
miscommunication leave the college’s 
Middle States report lacking
In 10 years, Ithaca College has seen three provosts, an enrollment increase of nearly 6 percent and an increase in campus size by 
nearly a third.
Yet it seems 10 years was not enough time 
for the college to define its general education 
objectives and student-learning outcomes, a 
fundamental task for any institution of higher 
education. Now, the college stares at an 18-
month deadline to complete these necessary 
assessments for reaccreditation.
If it can’t meet the deadline, the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education could place 
the college on probation. Under probation, 
the college would remain accredited with the 
requirement that  it show cause why it should no 
longer be on probation.
Th ere appears to be some miscommunication 
among college administrators about the issue. Re-
garding the student-learning assessment, Provost 
Kathleen Rountree has attempted to play down 
the severity of the college’s predicament, saying, 
in essence, that the college has all the elements 
needed to complete this aspect of the assessment, 
and it just needs to organize what it already has. 
Meanwhile, President Tom Rochon said, “Th e 
assessment of student learning requires us to 
do things we have not been doing in the past, so 
that’s going to require much more work.” 
A further illustration of a lack of organization 
in the past is the absence of faculty participation 
from this process, as one faculty council member 
noted, saying the assessment is not one of the 
faculty’s strong suits and that it’s just “not part of 
the culture here.”
Amid all the explanations, one question is still 
unanswered: Who is at fault?
Certainly, former provosts Jim Malek and Peter 
Bardaglio, as well as former President Peggy R. 
Williams, need to be held accountable for their 
roles in failing to properly attend to Middle States 
assessment procedures. In this regard, they simply 
did not do their jobs. 
Rountree is new to the college, having arrived 
in fall 2007. The provost’s main responsibility is 
academic affairs, and as such, this assessment is 
one of the office’s top priorities. Because she is 
a new addition to the administrative lineup, she 
had little input into the Middle States assess-
ment process. However, she needs to make sure 
that she and Rochon are on the same page, not 
contradicting one another.
It is up to the new administration to recover 
where previous ones have failed. It needs to be 
straightforward about the nature of both the 
problems and the solutions. It’s discouraging to 
hear mixed messages coming from administrators, 
elongating what could be an otherwise effi  cient 
process. Rochon has addressed the issue head-on 
and deserves credit for doing so. 
The intricacies of academic affairs do not 
typically interest students, but this is a problem 
serious enough to warrant their attention. The 
fact that the college couldn’t define its effective-
ness or clearly define what it expects students to 
have learned in their courses of study essentially 
means that it has no idea what an Ithaca College 
degree stands for.
Th e college’s accreditation adds a level of value 
to an Ithaca College degree, and right now, that 
accreditation could be in jeopardy. We hope the 
rest of the college will take Rochon’s lead and 
move immediately to step up to the challenge 
of keeping this institution — and the degrees of 
every future student, current student and gradu-
ate — worth paying for.
SPEAK YOUR MIND. Write a letter to the editor ithacan@ithaca.edu250 words or less, e-mailed or dropped off by 5 p.m. Monday in Park 269 
SNAP JUDGMENT
“WHAT CRISIS ON WALL STREET?” 
DAVE HARRIS  ’09 BIOLOGY
“NOT VERY CONCERNED. I DON’T HAVE ANY STAKE IN IT RIGHT NOW.”
VIRGINIA MOORE  ’09 COMMUNICATION 
MANAGEMENT AND DESIGN
“I’M VERY CONCERNED. I HAVE A LOT OF MONEY IN MUTUAL 
FUNDS. I THINK I LOST UP TO $30,000.”
LOUIS CALIGIURI  ’09 SOCIOLOGY
“AS AN ECONOMICS MAJOR, IT’S PART OF MY SPECIALTY. BEING AN 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT IN MY SENIOR YEAR, I’M WORRIED ABOUT 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN NOW THAT WE’LL ALL BE FLOATING INTO 
THE JOB MARKET AFTER THIS.”
CHARANA ABEYSEKERA ’09 ECONOMICS
“OBVIOUSLY I’M CONCERNED, BUT I’M FROM SWITZERLAND, AND THE 
SWISS ECONOMY IS DOING PRETTY WELL. SO, IT DOESN’T WORRY ME 
AS MUCH AS IT WOULD WORRY AN AMERICAN RIGHT NOW.”
ROY KWANKAM ’09 BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
“I’M EXTREMELY CONCERNED. THE ECONOMY IS A DISASTER 
RIGHT NOW, SO WE’RE ALL GOING TO BE IN TROUBLE WHEN 
IT’S TIME TO GET JOBS.”
ERIN MOLLOY ’09 BUSINESS
Money 
Matters
How concerned 
are you about 
the crisis on 
Wall Street? 
ALL OPINIONS EXPRESSED do not necessarily refl ect those of The Ithacan. To write a guest commentary, contact Opinion Editor Aaron King at 274-3208.
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As the election season approaches, some things are familiar — the excitement of the conventions, powerful speeches and 
debates, and the seemingly endless commercials 
for candidates and causes. Th is season there are 
other things that are new — new candidates, 
fresh ideas and innovative perspectives. One 
strong trend that bridges both the old and the 
new is of particular interest to me and to many 
involved at all levels of government and the 
election process. And what is that trend? Th at 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people 
vote. We register and vote in historically signifi -
cant numbers. We follow our favorite candidates 
and track their positions on issues that aff ect our 
lives. And, increasingly, we participate directly 
in the process not only by voting but also by tak-
ing part in other substantial ways.
Historically, LGBT voters account for 4 
percent to 5 percent of voters in national exit 
polls — that’s more than 4 million votes! A 2007 
national survey found gay and lesbian people 
were much more likely to vote than the U.S. 
average. More than 90 percent of gay and lesbian 
people surveyed voted in the 2004 presidential 
election, and nearly 81 percent voted in the 2006 
midterm election. By comparison, about 64 
percent of the general population voted in 2004, 
and only 40 percent voted in 2006. LGBT inter-
est in the election process also sets records. Th e 
August 2007 forum of presidential candidates 
broadcast by LOGO Television attracted the 
largest LGBT online video audience in history, 
as well as one of the largest LGBT television 
audiences ever.  
Our participation in the election process 
and in government has increased as well. At 
the Democratic National Convention, 
8 percent of delegates self-identified as LGBT, 
according to the Stonewall Democrats (the 
nation’s Democratic LGBT organization). 
Of the 4,400-plus delegates that attended, 
more than 370 are out LGBT people. These 
delegates represented 48 states, including 
Hawaii, Mississippi, Montana, South Dakota 
and Tennessee, states that sent out LGBT del-
egates for the first time. Out gay Wisconsinite 
Jason Rae, at age 21, also made history as the 
youngest superdelegate in the nation. At the 
Republican National Convention, about 100 
members of the Log Cabin Republicans (the 
national GOP group that works to advocate 
for fairness, freedom and equality for gay and 
lesbian Americans) and other delegates were 
in attendance to represent the interests of 
LGBT people and families. They were busy on 
the convention floor, as well as providing in-
terviews for media outlets that included radio 
stations in Bloomington, Chicago, Minneapo-
lis and Southern California Public Radio, as 
well as CNN on television and online. 
Currently, more than 415 out LGBT elected of-
fi cials serve at every level of government through-
out the nation, including fi ve Congresspeople.
Our LGBT community is made of a strik-
ing and vast sea of diff erences. We may share 
a common identity — and an uncommon 
interest in exercising our right to vote — but 
our diff erences defi ne and strengthen us just 
as much as our commonalities. Th is election 
year, I encourage everyone, of all orientations 
and identities, to participate. Find out about 
the candidates’ positions on the issues you care 
about. Register to vote. And then join with 
Americans from all walks of life to make your 
voices heard on Election Day.
LIS MAURER is the coordinator of LGBT Education 
Outreach Services. E-mail her at lmaurer@ithaca.edu.
LGBT community is a signifi cant voting bloc
It is no surprise that Barack Obama’s central campaign promise of “change” has 
resonated so strongly with voters 
within the last year. Obama’s cam-
paign has pre-
sented a serious 
possibility that 
a black man 
could become 
president in 
a country 
founded on 
slavery, and his 
continued call 
for progressive 
policies and dismissal of the Bush 
administration and John McCain’s 
“old way of thinking” seems to be 
just what we need so desperately 
right now. After eight years of scan-
dal and disaster, the prospect that 
we could fi nally have an end to the 
madness is exciting for all of us. 
But before we line up to rally and 
vote for Obama, we should seri-
ously ask ourselves: What kind of 
change are we looking for? Because 
while Obama is indeed seeking to 
alter government policies, those 
of us looking for a truly progres-
sive change in the government are 
bound to be left wanting more.
For example, Obama’s health 
care plan, though diff erent from 
the country’s current plan, is still 
incredibly problematic. While he 
has continually boasted that he 
will change the health care system 
so it is accessible to everyone, his 
plan is still putting most of the 
burden of health care costs on the 
consumer. Unlike the single payer 
universal health care plans of 
Canada or Europe, Obama’s plan 
leaves out the most destructive 
element of the current health care 
system: the insurance companies. 
Th e assumption in this policy is 
that companies that seek to make 
a profi t off  of people’s health care 
needs will still serve the public 
good — yet the record points to a 
decidedly diff erent trend.
A far more striking example of 
the inadequacy of Obama’s promise 
of “change” is his foreign policy 
record. While Obama has continu-
ally painted himself as breaking with 
the Bush administration’s disastrous 
war policy, he has continually voted 
to fund the occupations of Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and he has argued that 
we actually need a troop surge in 
Afghanistan and an overall expand-
ed military. Additionally, in a recent 
interview with right-wing partisan 
Bill O’Reilly, Obama heartily agreed 
with O’Reilly that the U.S. ought to 
demand that Iraqis “pay us back” for 
the money spent there — as if the 
Iraqi people owe the U.S. anything 
for destroying their country.
For those of us looking for real 
change, such as a true universal 
health care system, or an end to the 
brutal, immoral and costly occu-
pations of Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Obama’s vision of “change” represents 
diff erent tactics but still carries with 
it many of the underlying problems 
of previous policy. So what should we 
do to win that real change? 
One aspect that is certainly 
important is supporting candidates 
that have a truly progressive mes-
sage, such as Cynthia McKinney 
or Ralph Nader. But perhaps the 
most signifi cant thing we can do 
as students is to organize and join 
independent, grassroots groups 
that stand up for the issues we are 
passionate about. Student groups 
in the past have helped bring about 
some of the most profound changes 
in our political system — from 
those students who participated 
in the civil rights movement to 
anti-Vietnam war protesters, from 
feminists to environmentalists — 
and the gains these movements 
made were incredibly important, 
and were ceded by both Democrats 
and Republicans. Today, the stakes 
are just as high. If the current 
mainstream candidates are not 
off ering enough — and clearly, they 
are not — then we should organize 
to stand up and demand the kind of 
changes and policies that we need.
NATE BANFIELD is a junior sociol-
ogy major. E-mail him at nbanfi e1@
ithaca.edu.
Obama needs more ‘change’ to satisfy progressives
GUEST COMMENTARY
Kingdom of Cats
My latest YouTube obses-
sion “Catland” has it all: a cat 
riding a horse, a cat riding a 
bicycle — even a cat riding a 
train! Basically it’s like “Green 
Eggs and Ham” … but with sexy, 
long-legged kitties. Oh, and a 
disturbingly catchy song by Bul-
garian composer Kiril Gerenov.
For some blasphemous rea-
son, “Catland” has gotten fewer 
than 6,000 hits on YouTube de-
spite having been uploaded back 
in 2006. Don’t listen to that crazy 
Sarah McLachlan commercial — 
THESE cats need your help!
Roundup: Sayonara Smokers
Students at the 14 universities 
in Pennsylvania’s state school sys-
tem were fuming (pun intended) 
last week after the system banned 
smoking everywhere on campus. 
Th e decision came as a state 
law banning smoking in all public 
places took eff ect. Administrators 
decided this included courtyards, 
parking lots and athletic fi elds.
So far, no violators have been 
arrested. We’ll see how long it takes 
for the issue to go up in fl ames. 
Drilling with Democrats
Probably suff ering from a 
case of, as www.Redstate.com 
points out, “running scared”-itis, 
Democrats have graciously de-
cided to re-enfranchise Ameri-
cans and allow a vote on drilling.
Hoora- wait, aren’t Ameri-
cans supposed to have a say 
in what their representatives 
do? More than two-thirds of 
Americans support increased 
continental drilling, and the 
House Democrats are just get-
ting around to it now?
Th ese are rhetorical ques-
tions. Th e only answer they re-
quire is, “Of course I won’t vote 
for Democrats on Nov. 4.”
OMFG Wall Street
Th is week was the worst on 
Wall Street since 2001. Lehman 
Brothers fi led for bankruptcy, 
and Merrill Lynch was sold to 
Bank of America. AIG, one of 
the biggest insurance agencies 
in the country, is only holding 
on thanks to a $85 billion lifeline 
thrown by the Fed. Th e Dow 
Jones is down who knows how 
much by the time you are reading 
this. People are freaking out.
If you don’t understand any 
of this right now and are won-
dering what sort of response 
you should have when people 
mention it to you, the title of 
this post would be appropriate.
Lis Maurer presented a workshop at the annual National Gay and Lesbian Task Force Creating Change 
conference in 2005. The conference focused, in part, on strategy for the 2006 midterm elections.
COURTESY OF LIS MAURER
NATE BANFIELD
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., arrives 
to deliver a speech at a rally Saturday, Sept. 13, in Manchester, N.H.
CHRIS CARLSON/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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BY ANNE GOULD NORTHGRAVES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Indiana Jones hangs on to a speed-
ing truck for dear life, a cloud of dust 
rising around him. Th e musical score 
swells, as if encouraging Indy to hold 
on. Th e hero works his way back into 
the vehicle, forcing out the driver while 
fl ashing his characteristic grin as he 
navigates through the rough terrain. 
Th e scene’s most surprising detail is 
that the archaeologist is not the grown 
and grizzled Harrison Ford — but a 
young boy with fake stubble and the 
gleam of real determination in his eyes. 
Th e scene’s similarity to “Raiders 
of the Lost Ark,” is a testament to the 
seven years that three young Missis-
sippi boys — director Eric Zala, pro-
ducer and star Chris Strompolos, and 
cinematographer Jayson Lamb — spent 
creating “Raiders of the Lost Ark: Th e 
Adaptation,” a shot-for-shot remake of 
the 1981 classic. 
Cornell Cinema is the latest to host 
the adaptation, with a screening tomor-
row and Saturday followed by a ques-
tion-and-answer session with Zala.
Christopher Riley, Cornell Cinema’s 
managing director, said he is excited 
to host the fi lm and looks forward to 
learning more about the fi lm process 
the boys endured.
“It’s sort of like one of Indiana Jones’ 
treasures,” Riley said. “I am personally 
interested in talking to Eric about his 
experience as the director, trying to put 
all this together.”
After seeing the original “Raiders of 
the Lost Ark” upon its release, Zala said 
he and Strompolos were inspired by the 
fi lm. Th e two boys, at 11 and 12 years 
old, decided to make their own adapta-
tion of the fi lm. 
“As director, I wanted to see what a 
shot-by-shot remake of ‘Raiders of the 
Lost Ark’ with teenage actors looked 
like,” Zala said. “Th e only way to fi nd 
out was to make the movie.” 
While Zala, Strompolos and Lamb 
began fi lming in 1982, the fi lm was not 
completed until 1989.
“It consumed our entire childhood,” 
Zala said. 
Zala said that the gargantuan task 
of realistically remaking “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark” was only possible because of 
the bonds the boys shared.
“[It was] the strength of the work-
ing friendship Chris and I had, and to 
another extent Jayson,” Zala said. “If 
you’ve spent fi ve years and you quit, 
you let your buddies down.”
After shooting the fi lm, the long 
process of editing began. A local tele-
vision station let the boys use its edit-
ing equipment during the late hours of 
10 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
“We lived like vampires for a sum-
mer,” Zala said. 
Th ey celebrated their fi nished prod-
uct with a premiere in their hometown 
of Ocean Springs, Miss. After that, Zala 
only occasionally showed the fi lm to 
school and work friends. 
In early 2003, a copy of the adapta-
tion got into the hands of Eli Roth, di-
rector of “Cabin Fever” and “Hostel,” 
by complete chance, Zala said. Roth 
passed along the copy to executives 
at DreamWorks Studios, who then 
showed it to Steven Spielberg.
Th e strong positive reaction to the 
adaptation brought Zala, Strompolos 
and Lamb’s childhood project into the 
spotlight. A proper premiere was orga-
nized by Tim League, a friend of Roth’s, 
in May 2003 at the Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema in Austin, Texas.
Harry Knowles, writer for the 
popular Web site www.aintitcool.com, 
attended the show and raved about the 
work of fandom. “Raiders: Th e Adapta-
tion” began attracting massive atten-
tion on the Internet shortly after.
Riley said the press coverage follow-
ing the Austin screening fi rst attracted 
the attention of Cornell Cinema. Th e 
three men’s feat should serve as a mod-
el of success for young fi lmmakers.
“It is relevant especially to the fi lm 
students at Ithaca College, who are try-
ing to do things along these lines, try-
ing to make great things out of very 
little,” Riley said.
In the fi ve years since its Hollywood-
backed premiere, the adaptation has 
been featured at more than 70 screen-
ings across the world. 
Sophomore Kristyne Fetsic, a cin-
ema production major, is a longtime 
fan of the “Indy” franchise. Fetsic said 
she is planning to attend the  “Raid-
ers: The Adaptation” screening at 
Cornell Cinema.
“Th ey’re getting so much recogni-
tion for three guys that just decided 
to do this one day,” Fetsic said. “I really 
have a lot of respect for them.”
To Zala, showing “Raiders: Th e Ad-
aptation” to fi lm students is an especial-
ly meaningful part of the screenings. 
“People seem to have taken a lot 
from our fi lm,” Zala said. “We know the 
value of being inspired ourselves. We 
would like to give back a little bit, be-
cause we’re certainly grateful for all the 
attention we’ve received.”
Zala said the most exciting moment 
came when he, Strompolos and Lamb 
met Spielberg in February 2004.
“[It was] the most amazing thing 
going through these gigantic ‘Jurassic 
Park’ gates,” Zala said. 
A 2004 Vanity Fair article about the 
adaptation made many producers, in-
cluding Scott Rudin, producer of “No 
Country for Old Men” and “Th ere Will 
Be Blood,” interested in making a fi lm 
about Zala, Strompolos and Lamb’s 
personal story.
Th e three accepted Rudin’s of-
fer. Zala said Daniel Clowes, writer of 
“Ghost World,” has written a script that 
has been favorably received. 
The positive reception of “Raid-
ers: The Adaptation” has led Zala 
and Strompolos to leave their cor-
porate jobs and return to Missis-
sippi, where they are working on a 
southern gothic adventure film set in 
contemporary times. 
Zala said he hopes those who are 
inspired by his fi lm the way he was in-
spired by the original “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark” take some important lessons 
with them.
“Push voices of doubt and self-doubt 
aside, push ahead and do it anyway,” 
Zala said. “Finish. Don’t take no for an 
answer. People don’t take you seriously 
when you’re young. Just keep at it.”
Both screenings will be held in 
Willard Straight Hall at 7:15 p.m. 
Student tickets are $4 and can be pur-
chased both at the Willard Straight 
Hall ticket desk or at the door.
Aspiring ‘Raiders’ unveil 
an adventure 20 years 
in the making
Top right: Eric Zala, Jayson Lamb and Chris Strompolos show off their truck while 
shooting “Raiders of the Lost Ark: The Adaptation” in Mississippi in the 1980s.
Above: Lamb, director Steven Spielberg, Strompolos and Zala met in 2004. 
Spielberg was told of the adaptation by executives at DreamWorks Studios.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF ERIC ZALA
ACCENTUATE
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This week’s hits and misses
Hot
Celebrities join hurricane 
relief efforts
Producer/musician Wyclef Jean 
and actor Matt Damon recently 
aided survivors of Tropical Storm 
Hanna and Hurricane Ike by dis-
tributing food in Cabaret, Haiti. 
It’s refreshing to see celebrities 
join efforts to implement real 
change rather than simply giv-
ing money in times of trauma. 
Perhaps other influential people 
will soon follow suit after this 
example of humanitarianism. 
Lukewarm
Kanye West arrested on felony 
charges at LAX 
Kanye West was arrested last 
Thursday morning at Los Angeles 
International Airport for allegedly 
smashing a TMZ paparazzo’s 
camera. West and his manager, 
Don Crowley, were arrested for 
felony vandalism, but in typical 
celebrity fashion, West posted 
bail later that day. On the upside, 
the incident brought an influx of 
hits to the gossip Web site 
TMZ.com, and even more public-
ity for West — because as celeb-
rity news junkies know, there’s no 
such thing as bad press.
Not
Lauren Conrad signs a book deal 
Reality star Lauren Conrad 
(“Laguna Beach” and “The Hills”) 
just signed a three-book contract 
with HarperCollins Publishers. 
Conrad will apparently write a 
young adult fiction series about 
a girl who moves to Los Angeles 
and becomes a reality TV star. 
That sounds a little too familiar 
to be classified as fiction. The 
series, which is scheduled to 
begin release next summer, could 
later become a TV or film project, 
according to the Hollywood 
Reporter. Let’s hope not — we 
see enough of that California 
girl already.
— Julissa Treviño
Hot or Not
thursday
Lou and Peter Berryman, a 
comedic singing/songwriting 
duo from Madison, Wis., will 
perform a special fundraising 
concert at 7:30 p.m. at the 
McMillan Art Center on Enfi eld 
Center Road West. Tickets are 
$15 and are available at 
the door.
friday
Oscar Wilde’s “The 
Importance of Being 
Earnest” will be performed 
at 7:30 p.m. at The Cornell 
Schwartz Center for the Per-
forming Arts. The play will run 
through Sept. 27. Tickets are 
$8 for students and $10 for 
the general public.
saturday
Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by Jeffery 
Meyer and featuring pieces by 
Beethoven and Brahms, will 
be held at 8:15 p.m. in Ford 
Hall at Ithaca College. Free.
Six Mile Creek Vineyard 
21st Anniversary Harvest 
Festival will take place from 
12 to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday at the Six Mile Creek 
Vineyard on Route 79. Live 
music, hayrides, food, wine 
tasting, massages and gift 
vendors. Free admission.
sunday
Yung Joc, Cartel and MC 
Lars will perform at 7 p.m. in 
the Ben Light Gymnasium at 
Ithaca College as part of an 
all-day event sponsored by the 
college’s Bureau of Concerts. 
Doors will open for the con-
cert at 6 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased in the Rec Center 
for $10 with a college ID. Gen-
eral admission is $15.”
This woman hates women … She’s not of 
this time. The woman terrifi es me.“quoteunquote
hot
dates
Pop artist Pink, spouting off about Republican vice presidential 
candidate Sarah Palin in an interview with PopEater.com last Thursday.
Having a grape time
From left, Mia Fallon, Rebecca Fallon and Ava Corbin, all of Ithaca, stomp grapes Sunday at the Cobblestone Farm Winery in Romulus as 
part of the winery’s weekend-long Third Annual Grape Stomping Festival, which also featured wine tasting, music, food and crafts.
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YOU’LL LAUGH, YOU’LL CRY, YOU’LL 
BREAK INTO SPONTANEOUS SONG
Joss Whedon’s latest media sensation, 
Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog, premiered 
online July 15 and has become an 
Internet phenomenon. This horribly hu-
morous musical mini-series chronicles 
the failure and success of Dr. Horrible, 
a super-villain plotting to achieve world 
domination, played by Neil Patrick 
Harris. Whether you have an affi nity for 
death rays, or are just seeking to upset 
the status quo, this entertainingly evil 
spectacle is worth checking out.
— Brian Stern
blogweekof     the
CELINE DION ISN’T THE ONLY 
TREASURE FROM THIS 
NORTHERN NEIGHBOR
This year’s Toronto International Film Festival was 
a success as usual. TIFF, one of the world’s larg-
est festivals, premieres some of the year’s most 
sought-after fi lms, and this year was no excep-
tion. “The Duchess,” starring Keira Knightley, was 
one of the most popular among TIFF attendees. 
One of the greatest treasures of the festival was 
“Slumdog Millionaire,” the latest from “Trainspot-
ting” director Danny Boyle. The fi lm is the story 
of a boy from Mumbai who must overcome life’s 
obstacles to win a game show.
— Ryan Bryant
ohcanada
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BY WHITNEY FABER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Four dancers sprint to their part-
ners, each of whom is stationed at 
the four corners of the room. With 
unfl inching confi dence, they jump 
upside down into their partners’ 
waiting arms. Th e duets spin in uni-
son before each dancer breaks away, 
and both are on the fl oor again.
Down the entrance steps to stu-
dio three of the Dillingham Center, 
excited voices and laughter are au-
dible as the Rock Hard Dance Com-
pany rehearses.
Senior John Xavier Miller, co-
artistic director and co-founder 
of the company, said his role is to 
instruct the group to achieve the 
dance concepts he envisions.
“Girlfriends and boyfriends, can I 
have everyone running into the sash?” 
Miller said to his company members 
at their Sunday rehearsal, “Sash them 
up and put them down in fun ways.”
Th e four dancers nod in agree-
ment to instructions that would seem 
incomprehensible to an outsider. Th ey 
return to their respective corners, 
only to run full speed toward their 
partners again. In this manner, they 
practice the sash — a term the group 
has given to describe a jump and lift. 
With a modern dance style that 
is free and experimental and a group 
camaraderie that projects a sense of 
confi dence in its dance moves, the 
Rock Hard Dance Company has 
achieved great success since its cre-
ation in fall 2006.
Miller and Samantha Abrams ’08 
started the company to spread their 
passion for modern dance.
Th ree semesters ago the group’s 
performances could only fi ll Dilling-
ham’s small studios, with 40 to 50 
people in the audiences. Now, the 
company’s shows sell out the 280-
seat Clarke Th eatre.  
Junior Megan Mizanty, the group’s 
co-artistic director, has seen the au-
dience grow greatly in the last three 
years since she joined as a freshman.
“It’s really snowballed in the last 
year and a half,” Mizanty said. “It 
was really incredible to see the dif-
ference in response.”
Junior Sarah Myers went to see 
the Rock Hard Dance Company last 
semester. Myers said she was im-
pressed by the expressive modern 
style of the performance.
“It was diff erent because the 
[dancers created] a way for each 
student to relate to the show,” Myers 
said. “It was really good.” 
Recently, the company was re-
quested to perform at the North 
Branch Arts Festival Oct. 11 in 
Wyalusing, Pa., a festival that has 
brought diff erent talented perform-
ers to its area for the last 15 years.
Th e company is also practicing 
to audition for the American Col-
lege Dance Festival in March at 
Penn State University. Th e festival is 
a prestigious event in which the best 
college dance groups in the region 
come together to enroll in work-
shops and perform.
Miller said being selected to at-
tend would be a great learning expe-
rience for the dancers, as well as an 
impressive achievement.
“We would be with the best of 
the best in the region,” Miller said. 
“Th at would just be amazing.” 
Unlike other dance companies 
at Ithaca College, the Rock Hard 
Dance Company is a small group 
with only 13 members.
“We have a lot more of a family 
feel,” Mizanty said. “It’s that feeling 
of closeness with everybody. You 
have the ability to step out of your 
comfort zone.”
Because there are so few mem-
bers, Miller can allow some fl exibil-
ity in the execution of each dance 
during rehearsals. 
“It’s all about the creative process 
of 13 minds getting together every 
week,” Miller said.
In every performance it gives, the 
company performs around six cho-
reographed dances and fi ve shorter 
pieces that are totally improvised.
Mizanty said the greatest re-
wards of the improvisation are the 
impressive pieces that come from 
moments of pure spontaneity.
“You are completely unaware of the 
song, completely unaware of who you 
are dancing with, completely unaware 
of what you’re going to do,” Mizanty 
said. “You just move onstage.”
Senior Alana Webster joined the 
company in 2006. She said she chose 
to join because of the group’s freedom 
in selecting the dances it performs.
“It’s something I was drawn to 
because it allows me to express my-
self in a freer way,” Webster said. “It’s 
more of a release.” 
Th e Rock Hard Dance Com-
pany tries to focus on more than 
just the movements in its chore-
ography. Miller, as well as the rest 
of the company, tries to make the 
choreography express emotions 
and ideas.
“We try to go for more of the 
storytelling aspect, the meaning be-
hind it rather than just dancing for 
show,” Miller said.
Rock Hard Dance Company member Eric Carsia throws a fellow dancer, sophomore Juliet Greenblatt, into the air 
while rehearsing Sunday in Dillingham Center. The group has become more competitive since it began in 2006.
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Freedom in dance 
BY DANIELLE PACCIONE
STAFF WRITER
Nick Brown stood in front of nearly 100 
students Friday, clenching a microphone in 
one hand and a tissue in the other. His eyes 
glistened and his voice cracked as he dis-
cussed how the loss of his mentor to cancer 
gave him the motivation to further pursue 
his dreams. 
Speaking at the Colleges Against Can-
cer’s Kick-off celebration in Emerson Suites, 
the 24-year-old “Real World Hollywood” 
star distanced himself from the show’s 
association with excessive partying, juicy 
romance and hot-tempered fights when he 
spoke of the hardship he faced when he lost 
his friend to cancer. 
Throughout the “Hollywood” season, 
Brown had an internship at Movies.com 
where he met reporter Brandon Schantz. 
For more than six weeks, Brown worked 
closely with Schantz, who believed he had 
wiped out a grapefruit-sized tumor in his 
chest with chemotherapy after he was di-
agnosed with lymphoma in spring 2007. 
Schantz continued treatment while work-
ing for Movies.com. 
“He was so good at handling his cancer,” 
Brown said. “He was always able to adapt and 
didn’t let anyone know his pain.” 
In an episode toward the end of the sea-
son, Schantz assisted Brown in conducting an 
on-camera interview with movie reviewers. 
It was after Brown’s interviews that Schantz 
revealed he had cancer and was traveling 
to New York City to do a cancer-awareness 
commercial. By the episode’s end, Schantz 
had been hospitalized because of a relapse 
and tragically passed away. 
In the episode’s closing scene, Brown was 
immediately brought to tears when he received 
the news of his friend’s death by telephone.
“It literally hit me,” Brown said. “I dropped 
the phone. It felt like everything inside me had 
been hit.”
Senior Kylie Burnside, Colleges Against 
Cancer’s monthly events co-chair, thought 
students could benefi t from knowledge of 
Brown’s experience. 
“When Brandon passed away on the ‘Real 
World,’ I was deeply touched by the episode,” 
Burnside said. “Nick’s reaction was one that 
showed the true pain cancer causes.”
Junior Madeline Dudek said she was 
moved to tears when Brown spoke about 
his friend suffering from cancer. 
“It made me think about family members 
and other people that I know who have suf-
fered from cancer and how hard it was when 
those things were happening,” Dudek said. 
Dudek said while Brown’s speech was mov-
ing, it was also clear he was promoting himself.
“He was surprisingly charismatic for a re-
ality television star, and he certainly had the 
audience engaged,” Dudek said. “[But] the 
majority of the presentation was about his 
life outside of this tragedy. You can defi nitely 
tell that Nick wants to be a star and wants to 
be famous.”
Even so, junior Stephanie Farber, Colleg-
es Against Cancer’s chair of events, said she 
hopes people will see Brown as a role model 
in his advocating against cancer.
 “Th e purpose of having him speak here at 
Ithaca College was to educate and motivate 
people on the topic of cancer,” Farber said. 
“His celebrity status helps people become 
aware of how important this disease is and 
how essential it is to fi nd a cure.”
Brown said he dreamed of being featured 
on “Th e Real World” ever since he was 12 
years old. Th e Roman numeral XX, for season 
20 of the longest-running MTV program in 
history, is tattooed on his wrist. 
Since the reality show has aired, Brown has 
continued to make appearances around the 
country and is auditioning to become a televi-
sion host, in addition to other projects he is 
pursuing in the entertainment world.
“I would just like to aff ect people in a life-
changing way,” Brown said. “Just like [Schantz] 
did for me.” 
Brown will also continue Schantz’s legacy 
through charities, foundations and scholar-
ships created by his friends and family.
 “[Schantz] passed away at a time so I 
could tell this story,” Brown said. “He was 
meant to touch me in a certain way, and I 
know that he’s changed my life forever by 
giving me the strength to help others.”
‘Real World’ star shares the pain of losing a friend to cancer 
Nick Brown spoke last Friday in Emerson Suites about his friend’s battle with cancer. The star 
said he hopes to use his new fame to promote cancer awareness on a national level. 
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Modern dance group combines 
choreography with improvisation
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ITHACA COLLEGE CONCERTS 2008–9
SAVE ABOUT 20 PERCENT WITH A SEASON SUBSCRIPTION!
Friday, October 3, 2008
GUARNERI STRING QUARTET
“Farewell Tour”
Program: Bartók, Dvor˘ák, and Mozart
HERBERT BARRETT MANAGEMENT
Monday, February 2, 2009
SYRACUSE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Daniel Hege, music director         Elmar Oliveira, violin
Program: Barber, Mendelssohn, and Respighi
Friday, March 27, 2009
VANGUARD JAZZ ORCHESTRA
ARTS MANAGEMENT GROUP PROGRAMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
8:15 p.m., Ford Hall, Whalen Center for Music
www.ithaca.edu/music/icc
Season subscriptions:
$53.00, $45.75, and $26.50
Be a part of it all at Ford Hall.
Call 607-274-3171 to request a season brochure or event calendar.
Ensembles
Great and Small
Comic plans stop in Ithaca 
In between appearances on Letterman, Leno and his own 
special on Comedy Central, comedian goes on college tour
Students in Ithaca will have an 
opportunity to step into the un-
usually hilarious mind of a come-
dic success. Daniel Tosh, the 33-
year-old whose biting punch lines 
and sarcastic brand of humor have 
fi lled and sold out college arenas 
around the nation, will perform live 
at the State Th eatre on Saturday. 
In addition to headlining college 
tours, Tosh has been on the stand-
up scene for more than a decade 
and has made appearances on the 
“Late Show with David Letterman,” 
“Th e Tonight Show with Jay Leno” 
and Comedy Central’s “Premium 
Blend.” His last special, “Daniel 
Tosh: Completely Serious,” aired 
on Comedy Central in 2007. Con-
tributing Writer Victoria Spadac-
cini spoke to the stand-up come-
dian on what led him to choose a 
life in comedy and what lies ahead 
in his future.
Victoria Spadaccini: You’ve had 
an eclectic upbringing — being 
born in Germany, moving to Flor-
ida and having a preacher as a fa-
ther. What initially influenced you 
to become a comedian?
Daniel Tosh: I don’t think I had 
any other skill that anyone would 
pay for, and I didn’t want to be 
homeless, so it was either this or 
— yeah, I don’t know what I would 
have done if I had not done stand-
up. I had a lot of shitty jobs. Noth-
ing ridiculous. Waiting tables, 
that type of stuff. Never had a real 
job. I had one real [job] interview 
after I graduated college, but I 
didn’t make it through the whole 
interview before I was like, “This 
is not for me.”
VS: So if you weren’t doing stand-
up, what do you think you would 
be doing? 
DT: If I wasn’t doing stand-up, I 
would be in prison doing my routine. 
VS: You have a unique in-your-
face sort of humor. What inspires 
your comedy routines?
DT: Jesus (laughs). Anything. I 
just try to make jokes. It’s not 
very biographical. I make stuff up, 
something people haven’t heard 
of. The more absurd the better, 
that’s usually my take.
VS: You are performing in Ithaca on 
Sept. 20. Have you been here before?
DT: I think I have, but it’s been 
many, many years. I think I’ve 
flown to the college many years 
ago, but it is definitely my first 
time in a long time. Should I be 
excited? I am!
VS: What’s the best part of your job?
DT: The best part of my job would 
have to be the actual amount of 
time I have to work. I guess that’s 
a really big upside. The downside 
is the commute — I do not live 
in Ithaca.
VS: You’ve made many appear-
ances on television and on college 
campuses. What can your fans ex-
pect to see from you next?
DT: I will probably be doing an-
other one-hour special, prob-
ably for Comedy Central. We’ve 
been trying to create a TV show 
at Comedy Central. Hopefully it 
doesn’t suck. I’ve created shows 
for them in the past that have 
been awful and haven’t gone on 
the air, so I don’t know, maybe the 
15th time is the charm.
VS: Last, but not least, what would 
you do for a Klondike bar?
DT: You know, not a lot. I’m not 
lactose intolerant, but dairy doesn’t 
sit well with me. If the question 
was — what are those ones called? 
Skinny Cows? Have you heard of 
that? For that, I would maybe ask 
nicely. But no, it would never lead 
to anything ridiculous, like prosti-
tution or anything like that.
Daniel Tosh will appear at the 
State Theatre at 8 p.m., Saturday, 
Sept. 20. Students can purchase 
tickets at www.stateofithaca.com.
Comedian Daniel Tosh will perform Saturday at Ithaca’s State Theatre. Tosh’s 
fame grew after he appeared on “The Late Show with David Letterman.” 
PHOTO COURTESY OF LIVE NATION
18  The Ithacan ACCENT Thursday, September 18, 2008
BY LEAH FERENTINOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Screenwriter Howard A. Rod-
man has been told there are only two 
things he knows how to do: say thank 
you and apologize profusely. “I thank 
you for coming, yet I think I’ll save my 
apologies for after the fi lm,” he said 
Saturday at Cornell Cinema, when he 
was on hand to discuss his latest fi lm 
“Savage Grace.” He 
was probably only 
joking; however, the 
lasting, nauseating 
cinematic aftertaste 
of his “dark little 
comedy” could leave 
even the most forgiv-
ing moviegoer crav-
ing an apology.
“Savage Grace,” directed by Tom 
Kalin (“Swoon”), is the horrifying true 
story of the murder of Barbara Baeke-
land (Julianne Moore, “Far From 
Heaven”), by her son, Tony (Eddie 
Redmayne, “Th e Good Shepherd”), 
and their presumed incestuous re-
lationship prior to that fateful day in 
1972 London.
Based on the nonfi ction novel of 
the same title — which spans 100 years 
of family history — “Savage Grace” in-
troduces the Baekelands as an appall-
ingly dysfunctional American fam-
ily living lavishly off  its inheritance, 
gallivanting all over the world. 
But, these abrupt shifts in setting 
are peculiar, considering the fi lm’s 
events are far more dependent upon 
what the Baekelands do than where 
they are doing it. Speaking of “doing 
it,” it was particularly bothersome 
that the 97-minute fi lm contained so 
much sex. In contrast with the oc-
casional love scene between plot ad-
vancements in other fi lms, this was an 
uncomfortably strung-out sex scene 
with sporadic plot highlights.  
Yet, “Savage Grace,” an art house 
fi lm presumably determined to veer as 
far off  the “corporate Hollywood” path 
as possible, winds up emulating all the 
clichés Rodman set out to avoid. 
Th e use of poses and brooding 
stares as stand-ins for genuine emo-
tional expression were done better on 
“Th e O.C.” Kalin should have known 
better than to include so many scenes 
in which a crossed-legged Tony gazes 
drearily into the distance, blowing 
smoke rings. Such moments only 
serve as needless aff ectations from an 
already ostentatious cast that are per-
ceived as nothing more than mean-
ingless, well-crafted images. 
Meaning and substance have been 
lacking in mainstream Hollywood for 
some time now. On the one hand, Rod-
man does provide some interesting 
one-liners, yet, on the other, he never 
bothers to explain their relevance. He, 
like others in Hollywood, chooses to 
entirely overlook the psychological re-
alities behind this supposedly real tale.
In truth, Tony Baekeland had dis-
played signs of schizophrenia with 
paranoid tendencies for years, and 
his mother had severe depression. 
Th eir actual medical histories are bet-
ter explanations for the events that 
transpired between them than mere 
dementedness, which is what the 
fi lmmakers chalk it up to. 
However, unlike the score, the 
acting in this fi lm was fairly good. 
Stephen Dillane is striking as the cold 
brute Brooks Baekeland, Barbara’s 
husband. His utter disdain toward his 
son’s aff ection for men was palpable, 
as was Tony’s uncertainty about it all. 
A hauntingly well-shot scene in which 
Tony buries a letter he so desperately 
wants his father to read was one of the 
few sincere moments within the fi lm.
Nevertheless, the only love on dis-
play throughout “Savage Grace” was 
one for all things distasteful and dis-
turbing. Anyone who has seen Rod-
man’s work on the fi lm noir series 
“Fallen Angels,” would expect to fi nd a 
similar intelligence and understanding 
but will be met with an over-clichéd, 
underdeveloped and incoherently 
fl awed narrative. 
“Savage Grace” was written by 
Howard A. Rodman and directed by 
Tom Kalin.
Indie fi lm bears corporate Hollywood stains
Metalcore rockers up the ante
Hollywood veteran Julianne Moore gives a decent performance as the incestuous Barbara Baekeland in 
“Savage Grace,” which tells the true story of the wealthy and famous, yet demented, Baekeland family.
 COURTESY OF A CONTRALUZ FILMS
BY ANDREW BURACZENSKI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
For some, metalcore does nothing more 
than cause an instant migraine. But, for those 
who are especially fond of the genre’s thrashing 
guitar riff s and crashing cymbals, “Lost In the 
Sound of Separation,” the latest from Under-
oath, is just what the doctor ordered and off ers 
much more than the recommended dose.
Each Underoath album 
has surpassed expecta-
tions, and “Lost” is no 
exception. Th e secret for-
mula contains a measured 
amount of vocals, guitars, 
drums and synthesizers, 
which produces one de-
liciously exciting musi-
cal masterpiece. Because 
of this expertise, Underoath keeps swarms of 
head-banging teenagers coming back for more.
“Lost” stays on track with the band’s purpose 
— to make its beliefs heard through music and 
lyrics. In fact, the album’s message rings louder 
and is more lucid than ever. Th e music is like an 
auditory explosion that makes previous Under-
oath albums sound like lightweights.
Th e band members use their lyrics to vent 
about issues in their lives, and this is especially 
obvious on “Lost.” Th e album’s fi rst single, “Des-
perate Times, Desperate Measures,” satisfi ed 
fans with a taste of Underoath’s new project 
when the song was pre-released on the band’s 
Myspace page in late July. Front man Spencer 
Chamberlain and drummer/vocalist Aaron 
Gillespie, who write many of the lyrics, made 
“Desperate” a plea for help, talking about life’s 
distractions and how the band members focus 
on their faith for comfort.
“A Fault Line, A Fault Of Mine” discusses 
the ability to bounce back from struggles over 
time. Chamberlain and Gillespie acknowledge 
they’re “not scared, but this is happening/I’m 
not afraid, but this is real,” referring to tackling 
adversity head-on. 
After taking a listener on a wild ride, “Lost” 
drops the weary traveler off  at a song that is the 
eerie aftermath of a storm. “Desolate Earth/Th e 
End Is Here” is 3 1/2 minutes of pure instru-
mental music and less than one minute of lyr-
ics. In classic Underoath fashion, the song starts 
out calm and gradually builds up to break into a 
more intense sound by the end.
“Lost” could have lightened the load by a 
few pounds in some parts.  Even fans who aren’t 
fazed by deafening metalcore might fl inch when 
new songs such as “Breathing In A New Men-
tality” begin to scream through the speakers. 
Nevertheless, catchy vocal choruses and melo-
dious instrumental phrases eventually place the 
album’s sound on an even keel.
Th is is Underoath at its best — the epitome 
of the band’s characteristic sound.
 
BY JULIAN WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER
Gym Class Heroes’ latest record, “Th e Quilt,” is a 
return to form for the quartet.  But, despite the album’s 
excellent production and phenomenal guest stars, the 
album lacks the progression one would hope for from 
a band’s fourth LP.
Th e main problem is not the 
music. As with the group’s previ-
ous three albums (2006’s “As Cru-
el as School Children,” 2005’s “Th e 
Papercut Chronicles” and 2002’s 
“…For the Kids”), this one features 
crafty, emotional lyrics from front 
man Travis McCoy. Th e sound 
is well done, with production by 
Fall Out Boy lead singer Patrick Stump and hip-hop 
duo Cool & Dre. Th e group even pulled a couple of 
strings to land artist Estelle an appearance on opening 
track “Guilty as Charged” and features hip-hop legend 
Busta Rhymes on “Peace Sign/Index Down.”
Unfortunately none of these eff orts make up for 
the album’s lack of growth. “Th e Quilt” sounds like ev-
ery other Gym Class Heroes album, which causes this 
latest eff ort to be disappointing and forgettable.
‘Heroes’ don’t soar
FILM
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“Savage 
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Our rating:
★★
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COURTESY OF FUELED BY RAMEN
COURTESY OF TOOTH & NAIL
Underoath fi ne-tunes songwriting skills on latest album
quickies
COURTESY OF WIND-UP RECORDS
COURTESY OF PHOTO FINISH RECORDS
COURTESY OF DOMINO RECORDS
“TRICKY”
Knowle West Boy
Domino Records
The U.K. producer’s eighth album 
is his most varied dish to date. 
By offering a wide range of punk, 
pop and hip-hop, the musical 
auteur brings the funk.
COMPILED BY RYAN BRYANT
“BEYOND THE HORIZON”
People in Planes
Wind-up Records
With infl uences from Muse to 
Radiohead, the alternative pop 
players’ latest, fi lled with brood-
ing rock ballads, is sure to have 
widespread appeal.
“AVALON”
Anthony Green
Photo Finish Records
Breaking out of his post-hardcore 
sound, Green delivers an indie
pop album that is still grounded 
by intelligently bittersweet lyrics. 
Beautiful harmonies and relaxing 
guitars show the singer is far 
from a one-trick pony.
‘CRAZY’
Alanis Morrisette
The track is an upbeat working of 
the original song recorded by Seal. 
With lyrics about the need for a little 
chaos in life, the Canadian song-
bird’s hit is a club-worthy one.
—RYAN BRYANT
‘THE OLD DAYS’ 
Dr. Dog
The boys of Philly are back with their 
heavy ’60s indie pop. Filled with gui-
tar riffs, banjos and a rousing piano, 
this song conjures up daydreams of a 
journey into the Old West.
‘WATCH ME MOVE’
Fefe Dobson
Bringing sassy vocals to tracks 
laden with heavy drums is what 
Dobson is known for. While this 
track has obvious similarities to 
Avril Lavigne’s “Girlfriend,” it has 
its own alternative merit.
‘MEXICO CITY’ 
Jolie Holland
Like Neko Case, this Texan song-
stress bends country and folk to 
serve her musical means. Her tradi-
tional ballad features poignant lyrics 
and smooth vocals.
COMPILED BY RYAN BRYANT
Accent’s Oldie But Goodie
fileTracks we’ve got on repeat 
single
       TICKETSTUB
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VALID FRIDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
OUR RATINGS
Excellent ★★★★
Good ★★★
Fair ★★
Poor ★
Stereotypes trump the truths of ‘The Women’
BY ANNE GOULD 
NORTHGRAVES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
It is rare enough for a high-
profi le Hollywood fi lm to be di-
rected by a woman. It is rarer still 
for that same fi lm to be written by 
a woman. And it is unheard of for 
such a fi lm to feature a cast made 
up entirely of women. Yet the hat 
trick that is “Th e Women,” the re-
cently released update of a 1930s 
classic about four friends, does not 
quite deliver, given the big names 
involved and the time it took to re-
turn to the big screen. 
Take, for example, what should 
have been star Meg Ryan’s trium-
phant return to 
Hollywood glory. 
Th e role of pro-
tagonist Mary 
Haines is a mature 
and complex one. 
Mary is a woman 
who has to pick 
up the pieces of 
her life after she 
learns of her husband’s aff air and 
deals with a friend’s equally pain-
ful betrayal. Th e role has potential 
for real depth, and it is plain Ryan 
is trying to evoke real pathos with 
every crinkle of her brow. 
But overall Ryan portrays Mary 
as little more than the slightly 
quirky and pained romantic com-
edy character Ryan played to death 
in the 1990s. Somehow Ryan’s voice 
has gotten higher pitched since her 
last stint in the spotlight, which 
makes even Mary’s most mean-
ingful comments feel almost too 
tartly sweet to be true. Her overly 
voluminous hair, clearly meant to 
emphasize her harried state, ends 
up looking strikingly similar to a 
certain Ms. Bradshaw of “Sex and 
the City.” 
Mary’s best friend Sylvia is an 
equally well-conceived character: 
a successful, tough-as-nails maga-
zine editor who is also dealing with 
self-doubt and questions of loy-
alty. But what makes Sylvia a fuller 
character than Mary is the master-
ful performance by Annette Ben-
ing. She is as capable of portraying 
serene and supreme confi dence 
when declaring, “Th is is my face. 
Deal with it,” as she is able to con-
tort that face into a taut and pained 
mask when hiding potentially 
friendship-breaking secrets. 
While writer and director Diane 
English (who wrote the ’90s sitcom 
“Murphy Brown”) adapted Mary 
and Sylvia into modern and com-
plex enough characters, the same 
cannot be said for the supporting 
roles of Alex Fischer (Jada Pinkett 
Smith) and Edie Cohen (Debra 
Messing), a pair of purely two-
dimensional characters. Th ough 
hints of personality and character 
keep the audience interested, hard-
ly any screen time is devoted to the 
duo, making it clear Alex and Edie 
are mere fi llers. 
Pinkett Smith scowls and growls 
her way through the peripheral 
role of Alex. Th e character, a writer 
who has been coasting for six years 
off  the success of her fi rst novel, 
has the potential for incredible 
drama. However, Alex is merely 
the little slice of sass in the group, 
both in terms of her tell-it-like-it-is 
attitude and the sexual and racial 
diversity she brings to the group. 
Messing, meanwhile, does the 
best she can as the perpetual, and 
perpetually happy, mom of the 
group of friends. Her radiance pro-
vides a necessary levity in the fi lm, 
but Edie lacks suffi  cient back story 
and emotional connections to the 
other three friends. If only Edie’s 
complexity was revealed before 
the last three minutes of the fi lm, 
then the hilarious and climac-
tic fi nal scene — the only shining 
moment for both Messing and 
Pinkett Smith — would not have 
felt overloaded.
A greater disservice has been 
done to Mary’s nemesis, Eva Mend-
es’ scheming, gold-digging charac-
ter, Crystal Allen. One would hope 
every character in a fi lm about com-
plex, real women would have some 
measure of depth. But all Crystal 
provides is a tired stereotype — a 
scheming, money-obsessed cut-
throat — and nothing more. 
“Th e Women” could have fea-
tured fewer women and still ex-
pressed the truth of the story. All 
the high-profi le names additionally 
fl ung about in the cast — Candice 
Bergen, Bette Midler, Cloris Leach-
man and Carrie Fisher — feel more 
like a ploy to entice ticket-buyers 
than a full cast of characters. 
“Th e Women” is a promis-
ing story with some genuinely 
funny and truthful moments. 
Unfortunately that aspect does 
not completely redeem the over-
abundance of meaningless, two-
dimensional characters.
“The Women” was written and 
directed by Diane English. 
Mediocrity overtakes a fi lm with Hollywood alumnae and serious potential
From left, Mary (Meg Ryan) and Sylvia (Annette Bening) shop for a seductive ensemble to rival Mary’s husband’s new 
fl ame. While Bening is convincing as a tough-skinned yet vulnerable woman, Ryan is decidedly not.
COURTESY OF PICTUREHOUSE ENTERTAINMENT
A-listers acting as underdogs make ‘Burn’ top-notch 
BY BEN TIETZ
SENIOR WRITER
In the midst of every conspiracy, there is a fall guy, 
a patsy, a dupe. He is an innocent who has to bear 
the brunt of all the shadowy backstabbing and dark 
deeds committed for unknown purposes and who 
is always 10 steps behind his enemies. He is also a 
classic movie character and audience surrogate that 
always manages to rivet moviegoers to their sticky 
movie-theater chairs.
What makes “Burn After 
Reading,” the new fi lm from the 
Coen Brothers, such a sweet 
surprise is that it is a conspiracy 
thriller populated by nothing 
but fall guys. “Burn” takes its 
cue from such paranoia clas-
sics as “Th e Parallax View” and 
“Th ree Days of the Condor” 
and funnels it through the shaggy-dog sensibility of 
the fi lmmakers’ own “Big Lebowski” and “Raising 
Arizona.” Th e fi lm lets its characters roam around, 
grasping at straws until they seem to have the upper 
hand, only to have the rug swiftly pulled out from un-
der them. Rarely have so many characters been in so 
far over their heads.
Osborne Cox (John Malkovich) has just quit his 
job at the CIA after a gigantic blow-up in the offi  ce. 
Drunk on despair and sauvignon blanc, Osborne 
decides that it would be a fi ne idea to write explo-
sively candid (and possibly damaging) memoirs. 
His wife Katie (Tilda Swinton) disapproves of his 
irrational behavior, even though she has been two-
timing him with Federal Marshal Harry Pfarrer (hi-
lariously twitchy George Clooney). A few days later, 
gym employees Chad (Brad Pitt) and Linda (Fran-
ces McDormand) fi nd a CD containing Osborne’s 
memoirs and personal information at the gym where 
they work. Linda, who desperately needs money 
for drastic plastic surgery procedures, and Chad, 
a playfully naive dumbbell who just wants to screw 
with Osborne, decide to extort him in exchange for 
the fi les.
As in every Coen Brothers fi lm, things don’t quite 
go as planned. Halfway through, there is a jolting act 
of violence that will either leave a patron stunned or 
laughing in disbelief. It’s this jarring departure from 
the funhouse vibe of the fi rst hour that keeps “Burn 
After Reading” from joining the top ranks of the Co-
ens’ output. Later, the fi lm becomes far more sinister 
and tense, but it never loses its sense of the absurd.
Th e cast is spirited, to say the least. Clooney, who 
becomes a far more important player in this little 
tete-a-tete than initially expected, is the perennial 
fool in any Coen fi lm. Malkovich carries himself well, 
at turns both haughty and fumbling. 
McDormand, recycling her mannerisms from 
“Fargo,” is handicapped by her underwritten role. 
Her constant worries about her physical appearance 
are meant to be endearing but come across as a con-
descending hit by the Coen Brothers. It’s obvious 
they just weren’t sure what to do with her. 
It is Brad Pitt who pulls out all the stops to give 
what may be his best performance to date. He gives 
this black comedy a real human heart with his goof-
ball shenanigans.
 “Burn After Reading” is a series of convoluted 
misunderstandings conveniently tied together by the 
end. It might be tempting to call it the Coens’ most 
political fi lm, but it is far too lithe and good-natured 
to warrant such labels. Set in the heart of Washing-
ton, D.C., the barbed satire of governmental bureau-
cracy and indiff erence comes through completely, 
but the ultimate joke played on the audience is that 
none of this really matters. As the CIA might say, we 
didn’t see anything.
“Burn After Reading” was written and directed by 
Ethan and Joel Coen.
George Clooney plays a hilariously twitchy and 
paranoid train wreck in “Burn After Reading.”
COURTESY OF MIKE ZOSS PRODUCTIONS
FILM
REVIEW
“The 
Women”
Picturehouse 
Entertain-
ment
Our rating:
★★
FILM
REVIEW
“Burn After 
Reading”
Mike Zoss 
Productions
Our rating:
★★★
CINEMAPOLIS
The Commons 277–6115
THE EDGE OF HEAVEN 
Friday 7 p.m. and 9:45 p.m.
Saturday through Thursday 7:15 and 
9:35 p.m. 
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m. 
Wednesday matinee 5 p.m.
AMERICAN HARVEST 
Saturday 7 p.m. and 
Sunday 2:15 p.m.
HAMLET 2 ★★★
Friday 7:15 and 9:35 p.m.
Saturday 2:15 p.m., 4:35 p.m., 
9:35 p.m. 
Sunday 4:35 p.m., 7:15 p.m., 
9:35 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday 7:15 and 
9:35 p.m. 
Wednesday matinee 5 p.m.
FALL CREEK 
PICTURES
1201 N. Tioga St. 272–1256
TRANSSIBERIAN 
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and 
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m. 
THE LAST MISTRESS
9:35 p.m. and
Weekends 4:35 p.m.
MAN ON WIRE
7:15 p.m. and 
Weekends 2:15 p.m.
ELEGY 
7:15 and 9:35 p.m. and 
Weekends 2:15 and 4:35 p.m.
REGAL STADIUM 14
Pyramid Mall 266-7960
BURN AFTER READING ★★★
2:20 p.m., 2:50 p.m., 5:10 p.m., 
5:40 p.m., 7:30  p.m., 8 p.m., 
10 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
GHOST TOWN
2:40 p.m., 5:20 p.m., 7:50 p.m., 
10:20 p.m.
IGOR
1:50 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 6:40 p.m., 
9:10 p.m.
LAKEVIEW TERRACE
1:30 p.m, 4:10 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:40 p.m. 
MY BEST FRIEND’S GIRL
2 p.m., 4:40 p.m., 7:20 p.m., 
9:50 p.m.
THE WOMEN ★★
1 p.m., 3:40 p.m., 7:10 p.m., 
9:50 p.m.
THE FAMILY  THAT PREYS
1:20 p.m., 4 p.m., 6:50 p.m., 
9:30 p.m.
VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA
★★★★
1:15 p.m., 3:50 p.m., 6:30 p.m., 
9:00 p.m.
CORNELL CINEMA
104 Willard Straight Hall 255-3522
For more information, visit http://www-
cinema.slife.cornell.edu.
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SERVICES
Need your room/house cleaned?
Want your deposits back?
We can help. Now taking new clients per 
room/house with hourly rate or weekly and 
bi-weekly available. Call Kathy for appt. Call 
607-272-0296.
NOTICES
ECK Worship service Sun Sept 21
11 am.  1020 Ellis Hollow Rd.  Best Western 
Topic How Love Teaches Us.  Join others 
seeking more insight and divine love in this 
celebration of the Light and Sound of God.  
Call 800.749.7791 or www.eckankar-ny.org
FOR RENT
Now leasing
2009-2010 School year.
Ithacaestatesrealty.com
Now renting for Fall ‘09
1, 3, 4, 5, 6 bedroom houses and apts.
close to IC.  Fully furnished
with off street parking.
call for appt. 607.592.0150
Now renting for ‘09-’010 year.
Four bedroom houses -- fully
furnished, off street parking on
Penn Ave.
Call 607.592.0152.
2009-10 four bedroom house, 1123 Danby 
Road,
 quiet but close to IC, parking, hardwood 
fl oors, carpeted, furnished, woodburning 
stove, yard, garage, large dining room, washer 
& dryer, $420 per person + utilities, 279-
3090 or livingspaces1@msn.com
FOR RENT
Newly renovated 4BR, furnished house.
Excellent location, lower Hudson St.  2 family 
rooms, 3 bathroom, washer, dryer, dishwasher 
& parking included.  Call 607.342.1024 or 
avramispola@yahoo.com
3 or 6 bedroom, furnished, excellent
location.  Newly renovated.
Call 607.272.3389.
Lovely 5BR house, big rooms, parking, 
washer, dryer, furnished.
2009-10 3BR apt. furnished & parking.
Please call after 2pm at 607.272.5210.
210 or 201 Hudson St Houses
210 is 5BR, 2kitchens, parking & laundry.
201 is 6BR & 2 kitchens.  Both have LG BR 
with walk in closets, furnished and parking.  
Call 607.339.137
2009-10 one bedroom 103 E. Spencer St.
Furnished, close to IC and Commons,
Hardwood fl oors, $715.  Includes heat
279.3090 or livingspaces1@msn.com
1-2-3-4-5 bedrooms for rent.
South Hill close to IC, Cornell & Downtown.  
Furnished, laundry, & off street parking.  
Call Kelly at 607.592.9812.
2009-10 two bedroom 201 W. King Rd. 
Furnished, carpeted, quiet setting but close 
to IC, dumpster. $420 per person + utilities. 
279-3090 or 
livingspaces1@msn.com
2009-10 two bedroom 209 Giles St. 
overlooking 6 
mile creek, furnished, 24 HR. on St. parking, 
balcony, washer & dryer, close to IC, $410 
per person, includes heat, 279-3090 or 
livingspaces1@msn.com
FOR RENT
2009-10 four or six bedroom 201 West King 
Road,
large, furnished, parking, hardwood fl oors, 
carpeting, dumpster, washer & dryer, 3 
full bath rooms, quiet but close to IC, 
$420 per person + utilities, 279-3090 or 
livingspaces1@msn.com
2009-10 three bedroom downtown 103 E. 
Spencer St,
furnished, hardwood fl oors, off st. parking, 
close to commons & IC, spacious, washer & 
dryer, dish washer, $455 per person.  Includes 
heat.  279-3090 or
livingspaces1@msn.com
2009-10 three bedroom downtown 502 W. 
Court St. 
large, furnished, carpeted and hardwood 
fl oors, off st. parking, 5 minute drive to IC and 
close to the Commons, washer, dryer, quiet 
area, $320 per person + utilities.  279-3090 
or livingspaces1@msn.com
Renting for next school year
check us out at
www.rentingithaca.com
Furnished 1 BR apt. Walk to campus.
$650/month.  Gas & electric included
607-592-0150
WALK TO CAMPUS, 2br., 1 full bath, 
furnished, FREE parking, 2 can share for 
$435/month.  Includes major utilities, call 
607.273.9300 or 607.227.1076
Springwood Townhomes, golf course 
setting, 2br fl at available now, 2 full baths, 
walk-in closets, AC, fi re place, washer/
dryer, quiet, private, ideal for grads, 
professionals, families.  Call 607.273.9300 
or 607.227.1076.
EMPLOYMENT
Need a good paying campus job & don’t want 
to work nights or weekends?  Visit www.
collmedia.net for more info.  References 
required.
Church organist: Dryden United Methodist 
Church organist needed to play pipe organ for 
Sunday services.  Please call 607.347.6490 
for further details or send resume to
Vivian Collins, 473 Sheldon Rd
Freeville, NY 13068
Experienced servers needed.
Apply at State Diner.
For info call 607.272.6189
WANTED
Adoption: Happily married couple
wishes to love your newborn.
Expenses paid. Call Sherri & Joe
at 866-587-7775.
FOR RENT
AUG. 09-10 2STORY 6BEDRM HOUSE ON
Prospect St. 2bath, 2kitchen, 2livingrm, 
8parkings, porch, laundry, bar
607.233.4323 mfe1@twcny.rr.com
FOR SALE
Growlights Hydroponics
Greentree Nursery
308 Elmira Rd 607.272.3666
Greentreeithaca.com
Place your classifi ed 
in The Ithacan
Deadline for placement is at 5 p.m. Monday 
preceding publication
• 32 characters per line, minimum 4 lines, 
$1 per extra line
• $1 extra for each line with all caps or bold
• Call 274-1618 or e-mail ithacanads@ithaca.edu
•  Get online and download our classifi ed form 
to fi ll out today at www.theithacan.org
Submit any of the following categories:
For Rent, Sublet, Personal, For Sale, Notices,
Services, Employment, Lost & Found, 
Ride Board, Wanted
Want to place an ad? Contact our 
sales desk at 274-1618.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28
29 30 31 32 33
34 35
36 37 38 39 40 41
42 43 44 45
46 47 48 49 50
51 52 53
54 55 56
 ACROSS
1 One of ten
4 Boob tubes
7 Kitten’s toy
11 Plug up
12 Intention
13 Fringe —
14 “— do for now”
15 Pique
16 Sibilate
17 Cat burglar
19 Slalom obstacles
21 Visualize
22 Potential oak
24 Good connections
27 Gists
28 Tiny fl y
29 Admires oneself
32 Having long, rough hair
34 Citrus tree
35 Favoritism
36 Pay as — go
37 Ripe, as a pear
39 Quiche base
42 Wildebeest chasers
44 Enjoy the taste
46 Four quarters
48 Souvenir item
50 Rhett’s hangout
51 Low voice
52 Ugh!
53 Byron’s works
54 Demeanor
55 Riviera summer
56 Sweater sz.
 DOWN
1 Parish donation
2 Kukla’s friend
3 She, to Marie
4 Mai — (rum drink)
5 Most September kids
6 Blur, as ink
7 Sturdy lock
8 Stemming from
9 Home tel.
10 Carpet pile
11 Temper tantrums
18 Satyr
20 Great Smoky Mts. state
23 Truckers’ radios
25 Nitpick
26 Dirty place
27 Maiden-name indicator
28 Neon or nitrogen
29 Labor at
30 Where Ipanema is
31 Copy
32 Incite Fido
33 Does fi eld work
35 Cut in half
37 Alcott girl
38 Free
39 Sidestep
40 Flared, as a skirt
41 Mardi —
43 What hulks pump
45 Fermi split it
46 Candied goody
47 Cotton gin name
49 Make ends meet
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answers to last week’s sudoku
get fuzzy® By Darby Conley
4 9
ᢙ⁛
Create and solve your
Sudoku puzzles for FREE.
Play more Sudoku and win prizes at:
prizesudoku.com
The exclusive Sudoku Source of “The Ithacan”.
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crossword By United Media
X E R O X L A M A S
R A I D E D Y O U B E T
A S D N A I L K R E
Y E N A N G E L F I R
S L A B E E L B I E N
S P A M E D D I E S
L O C S E T
V I D E O S W E E D
W A R S Y A W S K I M
A N A G O T H S E C O
I D J E T E A U I O
T A M A L E W I T H E R
S L U G S D E A R S
answers to last week’s crossword
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Action
Backin
Senior captain Drew Hodge 
returns after a season away 
BY ALEX HARDY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In 2007, the men’s cross country 
team fi nished 10th in the Atlantic 
Region. Th e team had a great deal 
of success, but there was some-
thing missing on the trails.
Then junior Drew Hodge had 
taken the season off because of 
a family 
emergen-
cy but re-
turns this 
year as a 
captain of 
a team of 
runners he calls his best friends.
“The rest of the team was 
in open arms when I returned,” 
Hodge said. “We were still in 
touch during the season, starting 
back in spring track. Anyone of 
us could have left and come back, 
but it wouldn’t have mattered, ev-
eryone would have let him back 
and it wouldn’t have been as if 
they were ever gone.”
After taking a one-year hiatus 
from running, Hodge’s return has 
helped boost the success of the 
team, now ranked No. 5 in the 
Atlantic region.
But missing a whole season 
hasn’t deterred Hodge from set-
ting goals for his senior year. 
“It would be great to get the 
Empire 8 title, do well at regionals 
and qualify for nationals,” Hodge 
said. “That is a realistic goal for 
me and for the guys on the team 
at this time. We need to keep that 
optimistic attitude.” 
Hodge said the team is even 
more motivated than in previous 
years. Because the team has often 
faltered toward the end of the sea-
son, this year’s seniors are trying to 
avoid that.
It was that same optimism and 
motivation that kept Hodge train-
ing hard this summer. He focused 
on improving his progress as a 
runner, but now that he has re-
turned to the team he said it is all 
about being a captain and putting 
his team first. 
Head Coach Jim Nichols said 
he is excited about what the team 
will be able to accomplish now 
that Hodge is back.
“It is great to have him back, 
and he is a very valuable member 
of the team,” Nichols said. “It was 
frustrating not having him run for 
us last year.” 
The team members are con-
tinuing to enjoy themselves this 
season with a relaxed atmosphere 
that Hodge helps to create, but 
they also make sure that no race is 
out of their hands. 
“A staple of the team is to enjoy 
ourselves,” Hodge said. “We make 
sure to have a good time but to 
also remember that our business 
is on the track. Between every 
interval we are always laughing 
or talking. We make sure to get 
all of our work done, but we goof 
around as much as we can.” 
Hodge is a perfect example of a 
leader who is still able to have fun. 
He starts each race day with the 
same quirky superstitions he has 
had since he started running.
For breakfast, he eats four 
packets of Quaker Maple and 
Brown Sugar Oatmeal — finishing 
off with bananas and Sunny De-
light. Come race time, he runs in 
the same socks he has used since 
high school and makes sure they 
are freshly washed. He picks a dif-
ferent song to listen to over and 
over for motivation.
Hodge said like all friends, 
even they get upset with each oth-
er, but it doesn’t last long.
“Even if we rip on each other, 
and we are serious about it, no 
one can get mad,” Hodge said. “If 
I were really angry at [senior Tim 
Shea], he would just ignore it or 
pretend I was kidding.”
Shea said Hodge has been an im-
portant asset for him on and off  the 
track — as a roommate, he said Hodge 
saves him about $300 a month.
“As far as racing goes,” Shea 
said. “He gives us a better chance 
at regionals and even more.” 
Senior co-captain Danny 
George said Hodge’s return was 
exciting because he would be 
leading the team with one of his 
best friends.
“It was really exciting knowing 
Drew was coming back,” George said. 
“It meant that I would fi nish my col-
lege running career with one of my 
best friends and a great teammate.”   
Hodge and Shea have been 
friends since they both began 
running at Ithaca and are now 
inseparable, whether they are rac-
ing side by side, or joking around 
away from the trails. This model 
they have created is what the rest 
of the team uses to stick together.
Th e two are frequent hosts to 
other members of the team. Th eir 
house is always the gathering place 
during the week for team dinners.
“We are absolutely a tight-knit 
team,” Hodge said. “Th e only times 
I fi nd myself away from the team 
is when I am doing homework. No 
matter where I am, I would probably 
leave and call someone on the team.” 
Hodge certainly has had many 
races, but he said that none have 
been as exciting as those since his 
return. With all of the pieces back 
in place and Hodge leading the way, 
he said he knows what is needed to 
bring his team to the top.
 “Come game time we can break 
hearts,” Hodge said. “No one needs 
to know Ithaca. No one needs to tell 
us what we will do. We will do our 
best no matter how anyone ranks us 
or tells us how we are going to do.” 
From left, junior Brian Riley, senior captain Drew Hodge, junior Nate Lavieri-Scull and junior 
Curt Bell run during practice Friday. Hodge is back with the team after a season away. 
ALYSSA FRIEDBERG/THE ITHACAN
Check out video 
of Hodge online at 
www.theithacan.org/
go/08hodge 
Hodge cruises down the trail at practice Senior Drew 
tain, Hodge calls the team his best friends.Friday. As cap
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BY BRIAN HOTCHKISS
STAFF WRITER
Th e Football Homecoming game 
against Hartwick College should be 
an exciting, high-scoring matchup. 
Ranked No. 21 in the nation and un-
defeated so far, the Bombers will look, 
run and throw their way to another 
win in the season’s conference opener. 
Against King’s College last week, 
the Bomber defense was a fortressed 
wall against the Monarch running 
game, allowing just 62 yards on 32 car-
ries. However, Ithaca’s secondary was 
extremely susceptible to the aerial at-
tack — allowing the deft King’s sopho-
more quarterback Olayinka Soda to 
throw for 236 yards and three touch-
downs over the top. 
Noting the strength of the Hawks’ 
passing game and the weakness of 
Ithaca’s defensive backfi eld, Hart-
wick Head Coach Jack Carr may look 
to exploit the tremendous mismatch 
in abilities.
Seven days after narrowly sneak-
ing by Lycoming College with a late 
rally, the Bombers made a loud, 
convincing statement against King’s 
last Saturday. While their season-
opening contest highlighted a mea-
ger, shapeless air and ground attack, 
Ithaca’s off ense surged past the Mon-
arch defense drive after drive. 
Behind senior tight end Brian We-
verbergh’s nine receptions, 123 yards 
and two touchdowns, Ithaca more 
than doubled its fi rst week’s score — 
safely securing a 38–28 win.
While Weverbergh’s performance 
earned him Empire 8 Player of the 
Week honors, his was only one of 
many noticeable off ensive improve-
ments. Junior running back Th omas 
Bergerstock took 28 carries for 155 
yards en route to three scores, emerg-
ing as the clear favorite from the in-
eff ective four-man committee of the 
week before.
Senior left tackle Chris Gray and 
the rest of the off ensive line may be the 
most relieved of all that the tailback 
competition has a clear victor.
“Having one back behind us makes 
everyone more confi dent,” Gray said. 
“Th ere’s a defi nite sense of security 
we feel knowing the types of cuts and 
style of run we’ll be blocking for.”
Appearing substantially more 
poised in the tackle box and confi dent 
in his arm, senior captain and start-
ing quarterback Dan Juvan connected 
on 18 passes for 291 yards and three 
touchdowns. However, a completion 
percentage of only 56 percent and 
three interceptions soured an other-
wise eff ective game. Th is Saturday, 
against a vulnerable Hartwick second-
ary, Juvan should make more progress 
toward consistency and effi  ciency.
Meanwhile, the Bomber defense 
will be busy containing what many 
consider to be one of their toughest 
challenges of the season. Th e Hawks’ 
senior quarterback Jason Boltus and 
his favorite downfi eld target, senior 
wide receiver Jack Phelan, are two 
of the best off ensive talents in the 
Empire 8.  
Towering behind his center at 
6-feet-4-inches tall and weighing 220 
pounds, Boltus’ frame and colos-
sal arm strength are prototypical of 
Division 1A fi eld generals. Phelan, the 
only Empire 8 athlete to be named a 
fi rst-team starting preseason Division 
III All-American, amassed 1,628 yards 
and 23 touchdown receptions in his 
2007 campaign — leading the nation 
in both statistical categories.
Senior captain and inside lineback-
er, Matt Scalice said he is completely 
aware of the challenges the Hartwick 
duo will present to his defense and 
exactly what it will take to stifl e their 
passing game.
“Boltus is, easily, the greatest ath-
lete we’ll see at quarterback this sea-
son,” Scalice said. “It’s the chemistry 
between him and Phelan that makes 
them so great, and it’s up to us to 
disrupt that.”
Phelan said he knows he and Bol-
tus will be called on to showcase their 
weekly passing clinic against Ithaca. 
But the Bombers won’t surrender eas-
ily, he said.
“Th ree or four of Ithaca’s guys in 
the secondary are new,” Phelan said. 
“But, it’s not just about them, and it’s 
not just about us. It’s about executing 
our off ense the best we can.”
With an invigorated off ense and 
a brighter perspective, the Bombers 
should be lighting up the scoreboard 
on Saturday. For the 12th consecutive 
season, the Blue and Gold have started 
their schedule at a perfect 2–0 and will 
hope they can outscore the Hawks to 
remain undefeated.
From left, senior running back Justin Kulp escapes an attempted tackle by junior defensive lineman Matthew Licci in 
Ithaca’s 17–16 victory over the Warriors on Sept. 6. The Blue and Gold face Hartwick College on Saturday.
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Blue and Gold prepare for fi rst Empire 8 game
BY BRYAN SHAY
STAFF WRITER
Senior cornerback Jason Chier is not the 
player opposing teams want to kick to. After 
leading the nation in punt returns in 2007, 
the 5-foot-9-inch, 175-pound defensive back 
received Consensus Draft Services Division-
III fi rst-team preseason All-American honors 
for punt returning.
“It’s a great honor, but it’s not just me out 
there,” Chier said. “Th ere are 10 other guys on 
punt return and kickoff  who make it happen.”
Last season, Chier averaged 19 yards per 
punt return, which was top in the nation for 
Division III. His outstanding special teams play 
earned him third-team All-American honors as 
a kick returner. In addition, Chier earned fi rst-
team All-Region, All-Eastern College Athletic 
Conference and All-Conference picks.
His stellar special teams play has been a spark 
plug for the Bombers. His teammates describe 
him as an exciting player to watch.
“His work back there makes the punt and 
kick return units feel like everyone counts,” 
junior strong safety Roniel Bencosme said. 
“Nobody takes a play off  because with Jason 
back there it can always go all the way.”
Chier has had experience carrying the foot-
ball, which is evident from his explosive return 
numbers. In high school at Chenango Forks 
High School in Binghamton, N.Y., Chier played 
on both sides of the ball, serving as both a cor-
nerback and a running back for the Blue Devils.
After spending his freshman season on the 
junior varsity squad, Chier has done nothing but 
contribute since playing on the varsity level both 
on defense and on special teams. 
He played in every game at cornerback in 
his sophomore season, recording 36 tackles, 
one sack and one interception. In that same 
season, Chier returned 20 total punts and kick-
off s, for a combined average of just under 20 
yards per return.
Last season as a junior, Chier truly distin-
guished himself on the platform of Division III’s 
top tier of players. As the nation’s top punt re-
turn man, Chier returned two punts for touch-
downs. He had a 75-yard touchdown return 
against King’s College in week two, and later in 
the season returned a 70-yard punt for a touch-
down against Utica College. 
Th e team named Chier Outstanding Special-
ist at the postseason banquet. In addition to his 
performance on special teams, he recorded 53 
tackles, two interceptions and a sack on defense.
Chier has returned just two punts through 
the fi rst two games this season because oppos-
ing teams favor punting toward the sidelines 
rather than to a scoring threat. 
Chier realized this in the fi rst two games of 
this season. 
“Th e punts seem to go a little left or a little 
right or high so that I don’t have much of a 
chance to return,” he said. However, he said he 
feels honored at the fact that opposing teams 
scheme around him.
Defensive Backs Coach Peter Mayer said he 
feels that Chier’s return game makes him an 
explosive scoring threat.
“Jason has the ability to change the course of 
a game on one play, which makes it diffi  cult for 
our opposition to game plan when it comes to 
special teams,” Mayer said.
Chier’s defensive contributions have been 
most notable in the early parts of the 2008 sea-
son. In the opening game of the season at home 
against Lycoming College, Chier intercepted two 
of Warrior quarterback Colin Dwyer’s passes. 
Th e fi rst was on a late Warrior drive at the end of 
the fi rst half, and the second was a game-ending 
interception in the fi nal seconds of the game to 
seal the victory for the Bombers.
Chier’s pair of interceptions were not his 
biggest achievements of the game. He blocked 
an extra point following a Lycoming touch-
down. Th e missed extra point by the Warriors 
ended up as the turning point, as the Bomb-
ers wound up winning the game 17–16.
Mayer said Chier’s defensive and special 
teams contributions have been crucial to the 
team’s success thus far. 
“Th ese types of plays are invaluable to our 
team,” he said. “We expect him to continue mak-
ing these plays to help the team.”
Senior returner lights up the fi eld 
From left, senior cornerback Chris Grady looks on as senior cornerback Jason Chier does an 
agility drill during practice Tuesday. Chier leads the team in both punt returns and kick returns.
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Finding an identity
BY THOMAS ESCHEN
                   STAFF WRITER 
Every team wants to have some 
kind of distinguishing character-
istic that separates it from all of 
its opponents. 
Some teams try to be tough and 
physical. Others focus on being 
crafty and efficient. After losing a 
strong group of seven seniors last 
season, the women’s soccer team is 
striving to create a new identity.
“Teams have personalities,” 
Head Coach Mindy Quigg said. 
“It’s not always what you’re good 
at, but what units are working best 
together. It takes time to develop.” 
Most of the time, those char-
acteristics don’t come very eas-
ily. Teams can go through weeks 
of preseason practices or even the 
entire season without finding out 
what makes them unique. The lat-
ter of these situations usually re-
sults in a disappointing year. 
The best teams, though, look 
for a way to find themselves as the 
season goes on. Senior Chelsey 
Feldman said this season, the 
Bombers are still working on dis-
covering their distinctiveness, but 
they are getting close. 
“I don’t think we have one yet,” 
she said. “We have plenty of things 
to work on and plenty of things we 
can just further improve.”  
She said improving mentally 
and getting closer as a team will 
result from playing together in ac-
tual games. 
In its second game of the sea-
son, the South Hill squad defeated 
Eastern University 3–2, and the 
Bombers showed that it is the na-
ture of competition that builds the 
characteristics of a team. 
After tying rival SUNY-
Cortland in the season opener, 
the entire Bombers team traveled 
to Ewing, N.J., to take part in the 
Adidas Classic at The College of 
New Jersey. 
Once they got there, Tropical 
Storm Hanna wrecked any chance 
of playing the two games they had 
scheduled that weekend. 
After taking the field on Sun-
day, the Blue and Gold then over-
came two leads by Eastern to earn 
the win. 
Th e way the team was able to ral-
ly around each other after the storm 
passed to earn the victory caught 
Quigg’s eye. 
“We showed a lot of matu-
rity against Eastern,” she said. 
To come from behind shows 
some personality.” 
Th at win gave the team some-
thing to build on, showing its op-
ponents and itself that these players 
have the heart and courage to keep 
going in the face of adversity. 
Senior defender Lauren Koppel 
said the team will try to hang on 
to those kinds of characteristics as 
it goes through the season.    
“Each game we play, we come 
closer to establishing our iden-
tity,” she said. 
All successful teams don’t have 
the same personality, though, as 
many different kinds of teams can 
win championships. 
Quigg said she is looking for 
her team to play with a confidence 
and consistency that will create a 
fear of failure within every oppos-
ing athlete on the field.
At last weekend’s Heron Cup 
Tournament at William Smith 
College in Geneva, N.Y., the South 
Hill squad showed it is getting 
closer to having the offensive in-
stincts it desires.  
After losing its fi rst game of the 
season at the tournament against 
host William Smith 2–0, the college 
roared out of the gate against the 
College of Mount St. Vincent, scor-
ing seven fi rst-half goals on the way 
to a 9–0 victory. Feldman led the 
off ensive explosion, scoring a hat 
trick in the game’s fi rst seven min-
utes, quickly putting the game out 
of reach.
The Bombers are still search-
ing for their personality, but as a 
senior, Feldman said she knows 
what it takes in order to have a 
successful season. 
“We want teams to know that 
whenever and wherever we play, we 
are going to show up ready to play 
hard and win,” she said. “No matter 
what our identity is, we will still be 
‘Th e Ithaca women’s soccer team.’”  
From left, senior midfi elder Jessica Finley defends senior forward Chelsea Stouffer at women’s soccer practice Friday. 
The Blue and Gold have a 2–1–1 record overall and will face Rochester Institute of Technology on Saturday.
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The Ithacan online |  theithacan.org/sports
Look for the 
following daily 
updates this week: 
HOMECOMING THIS WEEKEND:
Stick with The Ithacan this weekend as we bring you 
coverage of the events. Watch our Web site for 
updates, links to other coverage, photo galleries, 
multimedia and more online at theithacan.org.
SATURDAY
Football vs. Hartwick College
Men’s and women’s cross 
country at Misericordia 
Invitational
Women’s soccer at Rochester 
Institute of Technology
Field hockey vs. Washington 
& Jeff erson College
Men’s soccer vs. Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute
ALSO ONLINE
Video interviews with cross 
country captain Drew 
Hodge
Coverage of men’s tennis at 
the Middlebury Invitational
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For the love of the team
BY ABBY PAULSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Senior captain and midfielder Marisa 
Frank is no stranger to individual success. 
She was a 2007 Empire 8 Sportswoman of 
the Year, earned first team all-conference 
honors and has led as a captain of the 
Bombers for two years. But for Frank, it’s 
still all about the team. 
As a midfielder, Frank is a blur of blue 
and white as she sprints up and down the 
field. She goes after the ball with unrelent-
ing hustle and intensity. With her skillful 
ball-handling skills, swift passes and clutch 
defensive saves, Frank is a leader, always 
helping the team drive toward the goal. 
“Marisa was elected captain for the sec-
ond year in a row because of her great com-
munication skills,” junior midfielder Annie 
Onzik said. “She has formed a good bridge 
between the coach and the players and has 
made communication go smoothly.” 
Frank was motivated by the excitement 
and energy she saw in her freshman year. 
She said the fervor and dedication of the 
older players who led previous teams re-
newed her love of the game. 
“They were just so passionate about it, 
they were all about Bomber pride,” Frank 
said. “I just knew I wanted to be part of it.”
Her enthusiasm for the sport has not 
waned. She said pairing field hockey and 
a strenuous physical therapy program is a 
balancing act, but it helps her keep things 
in focus. Frank said she enjoys the chal-
lenge of keeping her academics and the 
game in check. 
Though Frank and her teammates all 
have rigorous workloads, they have learned 
that when they step onto the field, they have 
to leave everything else behind. 
“I’m most proud that I’m surviving,” 
Frank said. “I mean college is hard enough, 
but I love it.” 
She also said she has the support of her 
teammates when the pressure is on and the 
workload is high in the classroom. 
“If I have a big exam, everyone’s like, 
‘Hey, good luck,’” she said. “You have that 
support, but at the same time they’re always 
pushing you to get better, and they’re always 
looking out for your best interests.”
The trip from her hometown of Bow, 
N.H., is a long trek for Frank, but she said 
her teammates have always helped ward off 
the homesickness she has felt throughout 
her time in Ithaca. 
“I’ve definitely acquired a family at 
Ithaca,” she said. “I am more than grateful 
because it would’ve been a lot harder with-
out them.” 
The idea of being a family is an impor-
tant aspect for the entire team. 
“Marisa is a natural leader, and she re-
ally puts her heart and soul into the sport 
and our team,” said senior co-captain and 
midfielder Ally Swink. “I don’t know what 
I’d do without her.” 
The players developed a strong bond af-
ter a tough 2007 season and rigorous spring 
training. Their dedication to the goal of an 
Empire 8 championship and NCAA berth is 
stronger than ever. Players come to practice 
early and stay late, encouraging each other 
to work in and out of practice.
“So much has changed [since last year], 
and everybody is just so motivated,” Frank 
said. “It’s inspiring to me.” 
With Frank’s leadership and assistance, 
the strong connections between players 
have helped this Bomber offense be one of 
the most productive in years.
The Bombers’ goal-scoring abilities rely 
on the connections and communications 
between the players — which makes any 
game at Yavits field a loud one. The players’ 
shouts of direction and encouragement cut 
above the dull roar created by an enthusias-
tic and dedicated crowd. 
In her final season, Frank already knows 
what her favorite memory of four years of 
Bomber field hockey is — it just has yet 
to happen. 
“When we win the automatic qualifica-
tion,” she said. “That’s to come.” 
To get there, the South Hill squad is 
motivated to play each game as if it was a 
championship game. 
Even when all the games have been 
played, and the champions have been 
crowned, Frank’s family-like allegiance to 
her teammates will continue. 
“I know they’ll be there [for me] forever,” 
she said. 
Senior captain Marisa Frank leads the fi eld hockey team 
by creating a family atmosphere on and off  the fi eld
Senior captain and midfi elder Marisa Frank controls the ball at fi eld hockey practice Sept. 2 
at Yavits fi eld. This is Frank’s second season as a captain for the South Hill squad.
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Swinging away
Senior Jacob Papadinis swings at a pitch during an intramural softball practice on Saturday at Allen Field. The 
game was canceled because of rain, but that did not prevent these sluggers from taking batting practice.
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Tommy 
Brady’s got 
nothing on 
me.
University of Notre 
Dame Head Coach 
Charlie Weis joked 
about the New 
England Patriots’ 
quarterback after 
Weis’ own player, 
defensive end John 
Ryan, was blocked 
and fell on his leg. 
Weis will have 
to undergo knee 
surgery in the next 
couple of days.
they
saidit
An 82–0 loss would be disheartening even in football, 
but in terms of ice hockey, it is entirely embarrassing. 
The Bulgarian women’s ice hockey team suffered an 
82–0 loss to Slovakia in its 2010 Winter Olympics 
qualifi er in Latvia. Slovakia led the game 31–0 after 
the fi rst period alone. Though they suffered their 
biggest loss to Slovakia, the Bulgarian players did 
not fare much better against their other opponents. 
Bulgaria also lost to Italy (41–0), 
Latvia (39–0) and Croatia 
(30–1), which marked 
the only time Bulgaria 
scored a goal. Oddly 
enough, the 82–0 loss 
was not even the 
worst in women’s ice 
hockey history. The 
worst loss came in 
1998 when South 
Korea destroyed 
Thailand 92–0.
— Casey 
Musarra
Weird news from the wide world of sports
the foul line
FACE OFF Ithaca’s athletes weigh in on life away from the field and court.
WHO IS YOUR FAVORITE 
BAND OR MUSICAL ARTIST?
WHAT IS YOUR 
FAVORITE COLOR?
WHERE IS YOUR FAVORITE 
PLACE TO STUDY?
WHERE IS THE BEST 
PLACE TO EAT IN ITHACA?
Red Hot Chili 
Peppers
Blue
The fourth fl oor 
of the library
Joe’s Restaurant
Sophomore
Melissa Nunez
Women’s Tennis
Bright Eyes
Green
The gorges
The Lost Dog Café
Senior 
Kasey Currier
Women’s Cross Country
John Mayer
Red
My bed
IC Square
Freshman Right Side
Chelsea Hayes
Volleyball
Jay-Z
Blue
The fi fth fl oor 
of the library
The Boatyard 
Grill
Junior Forward
Ata Movassaghi
Men’s Soccer
by the numbers 7
The number of players 
the women’s soccer 
team lost to graduation 
in the spring. The Bomb-
ers are off to a 2–1–1 
start so far this season. 
See story on page 25.
12
The number of consecu-
tive seasons the football 
team has started 2–0. 
See story on page 24.
2
The number of seasons senior 
Marisa Frank has been a cap-
tain of the fi eld hockey team. 
See story on page 26.
1
The number of seasons 
senior captain Drew 
Hodge missed for the 
men’s cross country 
team. See story on 
page 23.
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From left, junior midfi elder Amy Scheffer looks on as freshman midfi elder Kristina Hendrick 
makes a pass at practice Friday. The women’s soccer team is currently 2–1–1 on the season.
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goal
Women’s soccer team looks to defi ne its method 
for success to get to the top of the Empire 8 conference 
and into the postseason. Story on page 25.
a newseason’s
